EDIT SAROSI

DESERTING VILLAGES -
EMERGING MARKET TOWNS

Settlement dynamics and land management
in the Great Hungarian Plain
1300-1700

®

BUDAPEST 2016



The publication of this volume was generously funded by
the National Cultural Fund of Hungary

Nemzeti Kulturalis Alag

Front Cover

Detail from The Map of Hungary by Matthias Ziindt dating from 1567
(<https:/www.wdl.org/en/item/6761/view/1/1/>)

Arial photo of the deserted medieval village Aranyegyhaza
(photo by Otto Brasch; Archive of the Katona Jozsef Mizeum)

The ruined church of the deserted Mizse village (photo by Edit Sarosi, 2015)

Back Cover

Detail from Mappa Unitorum Comitatum Pestiensis Pilisiensis et Solthensis
Non Minus Districtum Cumanorum Minorum, cartographer unknown, 1740.
(National Széchenyi Library. Budapest, TK 1086)

Volume editor

Jozsef Laszlovszky

ISBN 978-963-9911-90-1
HU-ISSN 1216-6847

© by the Author and Archaeolingua Foundation

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, digitised, photocopying,
recording or otherwise without the prior permission of the publisher.

2016

ARCHAEOLINGUA ALAPITVANY
H-1250 Budapest, Uri u. 49.

Desktop editing and layout by Zsuzsa Kiss
Printed by Prime Rate Kft.



Contents

ACKNOWISAZEMENLS ...ecoviiiieiiiii ettt e et e e e eeaeeeeebeee e 9
FOTEWOTA ..o 11
1. Interpreting the landscape in the Danube-Tisza Interfluve Region ............ 15
1.1 Approaches and frameworks ...........cccccveeeviieeiieniiieniiecie e 15
1.1.1 The study of medieval rural settlement in Hungary ..................... 15
1.1.2 Possible approaches to the landscape of late medieval
settlements in the Danube Tisza Interfluve Region ...................... 24
1.2 SOUICES ettt sttt s 26
1.2.1 DOCUMENTATY SOUICES ...eveerevieeirieerieeereesreesreessseessseeeseeensseesseenns 26
1.2.2 TOPOIYITIS ..eeeuvieeniieeeieeerieeieesteeeseeesreessseessseessseesssaessseeessseesseenes 29
1.2.3 HiStOrical MAPS ....ccvivevieieiiieeiieeieeie e e eee e eresereeereesaeesneeene e 29
1.2.4 Archaeological 1eCOTd ........cccovvieiieiiciicieeie e 31
2. The natural environment in the Danube-Tisza Interfluve Region .............. 35
2.1 Geography, geology and environmental hiStory ..........ccocceevvevveneenienne 35
2.2 Geology, natural habitat and human interaction .............cccecceeeevveeneennne. 36
2.3 Nature and the cultural landscape in the medieval period ..................... 40
2.4 Hydrology and 1andSCape .........c.ccvevieeiireiiieciieiieieeie e e ere e veeveens 41
2.5 Shifting SANA ......occviiiiiiieieeieceee ettt ens 47
2.6 WOOAIANAS ....ooovviiiiiiieiii et 51
3. The transforming landscape of villages .........cccccvvvevviiiiiiiiiieciiiieeieeeee, 57
3.1 General notes on the medieval villages of Hungary ...........cccccveevvvennnne. 57
3.2 The development of villages in Hungary
before the fourteenth CentuIy .........ccceveiiiiiieniiieeeeee e 58
3.3 The Mongol Invasion and itS CONSEQUENCES .......c.cecvrrververuervrrrennennns 65
3.4 The first major wave of settlement desertion
in the thirteenth-fourteenth century ..........ccccooceevieiiieiiiiieiiiceee 67
3.5 The settlement of the Cumans ..........cccoeeeriiiiiiiiiiiiciieeee e 71
3.6 Villages in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries —
integration and iNNEr dESEITION ..........ccveeeverviriieeieeieere e ereeeeesreeene e 80

3.7 Settlement desertion in the Ottoman Period and beyond ....................... 84



6

4. The late medieval villagescape .......ccccceevveeiiieiiieniieseee e, 95
4.1 The morphology of late medieval villages ..........ccceevvveviieniieniieeieene, 95
4.1.1 Late medieval village forms ........cccoceeeeeeeiiinciieniiecieeciee e 95
4.1.2 Irregular settlements-agglomerated villages ..........ccccceeeveeeeuveennenn. 97
4.1.3 The development of the isolated farmsteads
in the Danube-Tisza Interfluve Region ...........cccoeeevvevveeecieeennnn. 103
4.2 The elements of the late medieval village topography ...........cc.c........ 108
42,1 SEIEEES eveeuvietieieeteeteete ettt 108
4.2.2 Parish churches & churchyards ..........ccccccovviviiiiiiiiinienieniens 111
4.2.3 Monasteries and Villages ..........cccceeeveeeiiriiiiiieiienie e 116
4.2.4 Noble residences in VIlIages ........ccccceevvverieriencienienienie e 120
4.2.5 The peasant PlOt .........cccvevierierierieiiereeeee et seeseae e eens 121
4.2.6 Late medieval houses and households ...........ccocceveriinincnieenne 125
5. The emergence of Market tOWNS .......c.cevvieriieriieniieeiee e 131
5.1 An overview on the urbanization in the Carpathian Basin,
with a special emphasis on the development of market towns ............ 131
5.2 The transformations in the town network during
the sixteenth-seventeenth centuries ...........ccccoocevveniiniiniiiiniiene 142
5.3 The place of Kecskemét in the regional settlement network ............... 148
5.4 The development of Kecskemét: ownership and legal status .............. 150
5.5 Administration and self-governance ............ccccceecvevvenienieniienieenieeiens 152
5.5.1 The Hungarian administrative SyStem ...........ccccoceveeruenereneennens 152
5.5.2. Ottoman administration at Kecskemeét ...........cccoocvevvevvnniennnnns 156
6. The townscape of Kecskemet .........cccceeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 159
6.1 The development of the town plan — archaeology,
cartographic representations and historical morphology ..................... 159
6.2 Streets and tOPOZIAPNY ..c.veevieriierieeriieieeieeteeie et ere e beeee e 169
6.3 TOWN DETENCES ..ottt 174
6.4 Ecclesiastic buildings, CEMELETIes .........cccuerueereerieriieniieniieieeieenieeeens 178
6.5 MONASLETIES, TTIATIES ..vvvvieiiieeiiiieieee et e e 183
6.6 MATKELS ...oouiiiiieiiei e 186
6.6.1 The inner market Place ........cceevevvieviieriieiieeee e 188
6.6.2 The Vasartér (‘Fair-ground’) ........ccceceevvieviievienrieieeieeieeieeneens 188
6.7 The town hall ..o 193

6.8 Residences and tOWN NOUSES .......cooovveueiiiiiiiiiiieeieee e 194



6.9 Education and SChOOIS ........ccoiieiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeee e 197
6.10 HOSPILALS ..ooeeviiiiieeiiieeiie ettt e e e 198
6.11 Crafts and UILAS ......cceovveriiriiiiieiieceeseeeeee et 198
6.12 Conclusions on the urban development of Kecskemét ...................... 202
7. Deserting villages and transforming land management systems ............. 207
7.1 The wider context for the study of land management systems
TN HUNGATY it e s 207
7.2 Frameworks in the landscape: boundaries and roads .............ccccvvenee. 210
7.3 Field systems and arable farming ...........ccccccovveevienienienieneeneeneeniens 221
7.4 The development of large-scale animal husbandry ...........ccccceeveennen. 235
7.5 The pattern of arable lands, pastures and hayfields ............ccccceveennn. 238
7.6 Woodland Management ...........c.ccccueevveeeieeeiiieeniieenieeeseeesreeevee e 248
7.7 Vineyards and Orchards ..........ccooceevieiienienieniesieseese e 248
7.8 Conclusions on the land management systems
of the Danube-Tisza Interfluve Region ..........ccooeeveiiniiiineiiiee, 252
8. CONCIUSIONS ...tiiiiiieiiieeiie ettt ettt e et e e tee e aeeeeeeenneeeenaeas 257
ADDIEVIATIONS ...ieiiiiiiiiiiiie it 269

BiblIOZIAPRY ..viiiiiieiiiieciie ettt 271



