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Cover image.
The Altmiihltal near Kinding, Bavaria: The confluence of the Altmiihl,
Anlauter and Schwarzach is likewise an especially rich archacological
landscape as it is highly economized. The A9 motorway, one of the most
important German traffic routes, and the building site of a new high-speed
railway, both inflicted with a huge Hallstatt barrow cemetery as well as
with further cemeteries and numerous settlement structures nearby, are
located in the centre. A rescue excavation and a survey have shed light
on one of the now best-known archaeological areas of Bavaria. They
demonstrate tremendous human changes in the landscape since prehistoric
times, causing large-scale erosion and the degradation of the soils. Today’s
forests were planted only in modern times; economizing the valley as a
(ralfic route, and using it as an industrial estate and agricultural area are
also recent developments (© by Thomas Meier 2004),
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Preface

This book springs off a session on “Landscape ideologies™, which was organised
by Erzsébet Jerem, Budapest, and myself, at the 11th Annual Meeting of the
European Association of Archacologists held in Cork, Ireland, 5-11 September
2005. The session took place on Friday afternoon and was attended by about
200 delegates. Their vivid interest was reflected in numerous questions and the
lively discussions ended up in a 60-minute delay at the end of the session. So
first of all my thanks go to the Cork organizing committee for accepting our
session proposal and for brilliantly organizing the meeting — just as they did so
for the whole conference, which was an exciting and great experience for all the
participants,

Most of the papers — some of them in a revised or enlarged version — can now
be presented to a wider academic public. Unfortunately and for different reasons
it has not been possible to include the contributions by John Bintliff and John
Maloney as well, which I do regret very much!

On the other hand, the reader will find some additional papers here, which
have not been delivered at Cork. They have been offered by colleagues from u
number of European countries, working on issues of landscape archacology uy
well and equally tackling the question of underlying ideologics. So, apparently
these contributions arc of great relevance to the subject, likewise widening the
ideological and geographical scope of this volume.

As many papers refer to the European Landscape Convention direetly, opened
for signature at Florence in 2000, and as this convention, however, is still hardly
known to archacologists, it is reprinted in an appendix.

My very cordial thanks go to Erzsébet Jerem for all her help and engagement
i the preparation and conduct of the Cork session as well as for accepting this
volume in the Series Minor of Archacolingua. Morcover | would like to deeply
and thanktully acknowledge the work of Réka Benezes from Archacolingua, who
did final amendments in order to present this book in readable English and who
preatly supervised the production process, My last “Thank you™, however, goes
(o all of the authors for the many valuable, interesting and thought-provoking
papers—and for their good, trustful and considerate cooperation in meeting all
my never-ending editing requests, Tam sure the reader will be able to fully enjoy
and neknowledge their work,

Munich, June 2006 Thomas Meier



