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To the memory of Ernő Gaál (1940–2005),
and to all those who participated in the exploration of Theban Tomb -61-

The present publication endeavours to describe the archaeology of the tomb of Amenhotep, Chief physician in the Domain of Amun 
and Priest of Mut (Theban Tomb -61-) excavated by the Hungarian Archaeological Mission of Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest 
between 1999 and 2008. Ten years’ digging in this small mortuary monument situated on the south slope of the el-Khokha hillock 
resulted in a vast amount of fi nds ranging in date from the Eighteenth to the Thirtieth Dynasty which are presented below in a 
chronological order. The architectural description of the tomb is given in a chapter by Zsolt Vasáros. The mural decoration of the 
tomb, including the loose fragments that have been copied and studied by Zoltán Horváth, will be published in a future volume. 

During the eight fi eld seasons the mission enjoyed the continuous support of the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA). Besides 
the inspectors who facilitated the work of the excavation team on the site, a debt of gratitude is owed in particular to Gaballa Ali 
Gaballa and Zahi Hawass, former general secretaries of the SCA, to Sabri Abdelaziz Khater, former undersecretary, SCA, to Magdy 
el-Ghandour, former director of the bureau of Foreign Missions’ Affairs, SCA, to Holeil Ghaly and Mansour Boreik, former directors 
of antiquities of Upper Egypt, to Mohamed el-Bialy, Ali el-Asfar and Mustafa Wazery, former directors of antiquities on the West 
Bank of Luxor, to Fathy Yassin, former director of antiquities in the middle area of the West Bank, Luxor, and to chief inspectors 
Abdulrahman Ahmed Hassan and Ramadan Ahmed Ali. Thanks are also due to local restorer Ragab Marey Ahmed for his committed 
work and to our chief overseer of workmen Gamal Ahmed Tawfi q for his generous help in organising the logistics of the mission 
on the site. I also wish to thank Gyula Priskin for proofreading the manuscript, Mária Iván for the great deal of work she put in the 
editing of the illustrations, Erzsébet Jerem for including this volume in the publication programme of the Archaeolingua Foundation 
and the series Studia Aegyptiaca Series Maior, and my father, my children Máté and Lea, and Nóra Seres for incessantly supporting 
me throughout the writing of this book.

The fi eld seasons in TT -61- were fi nanced from various grants received from the Hungarian Ministry of Culture and the 
Hungarian Scientifi c Research Fund (OTKA) as well as from donations by Ernő Gaál and Katalin and Douglas Lynn, San Francisco. 
The publication of this volume has been made possible by a grant of the Hungarian Scientifi c Research Fund (OTKA, Grant No. 
PUB-K 114532). 

Last but not least I express my thanks to all those colleagues and friends – Hungarian, Egyptian or of other nationalities – who 
contributed to the study and excavation of TT -61-. 

Budapest, July 15, 2015

Preface
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