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Preface

For almost a decade special attention has been paid to the most illustrious Habsburg rulers in several
European musea. The Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna organised two representative exhibitions,
first in 2000 dedicated to the 500th anniversary of the birth of Emperor Charles V, then in 2003 to
that of Ferdinand I, and splendid catalogues were published on both occasions. Prague commemorat-
ed Rudolph II in 1997 with several important exhibitions. The Netherlands honoured Mary of Hun-
gary in 1993 with an exhibition on two sites (Utrecht and ‘s-Hertogenbosch). This year the Budapest
History Museum (Hungary) and the Slovak National Gallery (Slovakia) are organising an internation-
al exhibition to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the birth of Mary of Hungary (1505-1558),
queen consort to the Hungarian-Bohemian King Louis II.

The grandchildren of Emperor Maximilian I, the children of Philip the Fair and Joanna of Castile
played an important role in the sixteenth-century history of Europe. Emperor Charles V founded an
empire of unique dimensions, a part of which - the ,Hereditary Provinces” of the Habsburgs in Cen-
tral Europe — he entrusted to his younger brother Ferdinand. In absence of the Emperor Ferdinand act-
ed as deputy for his mighty brother in the Roman Empire as well. Both brothers played a decisive role
in the fate of Mary, although she had closer emotional ties with Charles.

Queen Mary, the wife of King Louis II is a controversial personality in Hungarian historiography. It
is however undisputable that from 1523 she resolutely aimed to strengthen the royal power in Hun-
gary. After the defeat at Mohics in 1526, she became regent of the Low Countries between 1531 and
1556. Industry and commerce intensively developed under her rule, ensuring high tax incomes, and
the prospering of the country. The extraordinary political, financial and military talents of Mary flour-
ished in the Netherlands. She followed the orders of Emperor Charles V, but never forgot the interests
of the provinces ruled by her. Her aim to fortify her country was certainly influenced by the experience
of the years in Hungary. She was an extraordinary, talented woman, with a vein for strategic thinking
and strong physical endurance.

The personality of the Mary of Hungary, her progress in life and political career leading her across
geographic and national boundaries, as well as her family network throughout the whole Continent is
undoubtedly of great interest for all Europeans and especially for the Hungarian public. Her exceptional
fate — as a woman and queen - as well as the role she played in a decisive, dramatic period of the his-
tory of the Hungarian Kingdom can count on the interest of both the Visitor of the exhibition and the
Reader of this catalogue.

The main subjects touched upon in the exhibition include the themes of royal residence, artists ac-
tive at the court, court humanism, the queen’s relationship with Martin Luther and ideas of the early
Reformation, the sacred and secular music of the early 16th century and the historical and artistic re-
ception of Queen Mary and Louis II in later ages. Due to the exhibition site and the nature of the ob-
jects the exhibition focuses on the years that Mary of Hungary spent in the Central-European Region
(1514-1531). Thus it can be regarded a counterpart to the Mary of Hungary exhibition of 1993 in the
Netherlands, which dealt chiefly with the latter part of her life. The countries participating in the or-
ganisation are connected by the figure of Queen Mary, which is interpreted and presented in the exhi-
bition as the result of the cooperation.

In Budapest the exhibited objects are presented in their cultural historical context, while in Bratisla-
va an art historical perspective dominates. The material of Hungarian and Slovak institutions was sup-
plemented with artefacts from Austrian, German, English and Czech museums, galleries, ecclesiastic
and private collections. We owe special thanks to the Hungarian National Museum, the Museum of

Fine Arts, Fhe National Széchényi Library and the National Archives, which contributed to the success
of our exhibition with a great number of objects and documents.

Dr. Sdndor Bodé Director General



