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PREFACE

Lectori salutem!

The Preface of the 27" volume of the Annual of Medieval Studies at CEU, written
by Ildiké Csepregi, initiated that volume with the encouraging statement: in the
midst of present-day calamities and pandemics, “it is good to be a medievalist.”
True to this vocation, we have been continuing our teaching, research and
publication activities, and the 28" volume is presenting some of its fruits.

The first section, the selection of “Articles and Studies” written by our
students, based on MA Theses defended in June 2021, exemplify the broad Middle
Ages cultivated by the Department: starting with late antique Greek and Latin
heritage, taking account of conflict-ridden Eurasian connections and Ottoman
domains, we maintain our commitment to examine religious and social history
of Central and Western Europe. A second large section of the Annual presents
an important initiative of our PhD students. Eager to understand the enduring
attraction of the Middle Ages in our contemporary culture, they organized an
international workshop on “Medievalism and Computer Games” of which we
provide a detailed overview and seven studies here.

The section “From the Workshop” contains two reports and a study
connected to research projects and publications of the department. The first is
the third report published by the interdisciplinary research project on 7he Mongol
Invasion of Hungary (1241—42) and its Eurasian Context. The report focuses on
field research, new archaeological results, and publications related to the project.
The project team has paid special attention to the dissemination of the project
results to the wider public, thus, members of the team have prepared a significant
number of interviews and project presentations in different spheres of the media.

The second report presents a project supported by the German Academic
Research Board (DAAD) and the Academic Cooperation and Research Support
Ofhice (ACRO) of CEU. Katalin Szende describes the key concepts of the project
titled Regions and Regional Exchanges in Medieval Central Europe and offers an
overview on the three workshops organized by the Institute of Regional History
of Heidelberg University and our department. The regional aspects of Central
Europe were discussed from many different viewpoints, including dynastic, urban,
frontier, monastic, and religious aspects of the period.

The third paper in this part of this Annual is an important contribution
to the academic research field of hagiography. This study grew out of the work
dedicated to the most recent volume of Central European Medieval Texts, titled
The Sanctity of the Leaders. Holy Kings, Princes, Bishops and Abbots from Central



Preface

Europe (11 to 13" centuries), currently forthcoming with CEU Press. This volume
on medieval hagiographies, edited by Gébor Klaniczay, is indeed the result of a
decade of workshop-like activity, which involved among the translators, preface
and annotation writers several colleagues and alumni of the department, such as
Jénos M. Bak, Gdbor Braddcs, Ildik6 Csepregi, Cristian Gagpar, Gdbor Klaniczay,
Stanislava Kuzmova, Anns Marinkovi¢, Marina Schumann, Dorottya Uhrin. Petr
Sommer’s work on the Preface to the Life of Procop lead to the production of this
more detailed study which we include here.

All this concludes with the “Report on the Year” as an Annual should. We
hope we can convince the readers that it is still good to be a medievalist, and it is
important, that a Department of Medieval Studies stands behind these activities.

The Editors



The Annual of Medieval Studies at CEU, more than any comparable
annual, accomplishes the two-fold task of simultaneously publishing
important scholarship and informing the wider community of the
breadth of intellectual activities of the Department of Medieval
Studies. And what a breadth it is: Across the years, to the core focus
on medieval Central Europe have been added the entire range from
Late Antiquity till the Early Modern Period, the intellectual history
of the Eastern Mediterranean, Asian history, and cultural heritage
studies. I look forward each summer to receiving my copy.

Patrick J. Geary

Volumes of the Annual are available online at: http://www.library.cewhu/ams/





