
i

GENIUS LOCI
LASZLOVSZKY 60

edited by
Dóra Mérai

and
Ágnes Drosztmér, Kyra Lyublyanovics, 
Judith Rasson, Zsuzsanna Papp Reed, 

András Vadas, Csilla Zatykó



Genius loci
Laszlovszky 60

edited by

Dóra Mérai
and

Ágnes Drosztmér, Kyra Lyublyanovics, 
Judith Rasson, Zsuzsanna Papp Reed,  

András Vadas, Csilla Zatykó

2018. 11. 15. Archaeolingua logo.png

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/13HkHXzFEydmu4ple7YqBD5Cf8JTEhv0F?ogsrc=32 1/1

Budapest 2018



The publication of this volume was generously funded by

ISBN 978-615-5766-19-0

© by the Authors and Archaeolingua Foundation

2018

ARCHAEOLINGUA ALAPÍTVÁNY
H-1067 Budapest, Teréz krt. 13

www.archaeolingua.hu
Copy editing and language editing: the editors

Layout: Zsanett Kállai
Map: Viktor Lagutov, Zsuzsa Eszter Pető, Mária Vargha, István Gergő Farkas

Front cover design: Eszter Bence-Molnár



Table of contents

Tabula gratulatoria� v
Kiadói előszó� vi
Publisher’s Preface� viii
Köszöntő� x
Salutation� xi

Boundaries, Frontier Zones / Határvonalak, határvidékek

ALEKS PLUSKOWSKI – ALEX BROWN – SEWERYN SZCZEPANSKI – ROWENA BANERJEA 
– DANIEL MAKOWIECKI
What Does a Frontier Look Like? The Biocultural Dynamics of the Lower Vistula 
Borderland in the Middle Ages 2

STEPHEN POW
The Mongol Empire’s Northern Border: Re-evaluating the Surface Area of 8
the Mongol Empire
IAN WOOD
Two Roman Frontiers and Their Sub-Roman Afterlife 14

Crossing Borders / Határokon át

SZAKÁCS BÉLA ZSOLT
Gyulafirátót, avagy a rendi építészeti hagyományok átjárhatósága 19

CRISTOPHER MIELKE
A Queen’s Crusading Connections: Yolanda of Courtenay, the Fifth Crusade, 
and the Military Orders 25

BÁRÁNY ATTILA
Angol keresztes a magyar végeken: Robert de Champlayn 28

CRISTIAN GAȘPAR
Trespassing Pigs, Sons of Whores, and Randy Dogs: Marginalia on a Medieval Document from 
Caransebeș/Karánsebes 32

VADAS ANDRÁS
A kecskeméti marhahajtók megpróbáltatásai és egy végvár jóllakott őrsége 38

LÁSZLÓ KONTLER
Borders and Crossings: A Jesuit Scientist in the Whirlwind of Enlightened Reform 41

PAUKOVICS GERGŐ
Hajsza az örök fiatalságért. Dr. Voronoff és a dübörgő 20-as évek 45

PINKE ZSOLT – STEPHEN POW
A Gangesz-deltából a globális porondra: történeti ökológiai szempontok a kolera kórokozó (Vibrio 
cholerae) elterjedési területének átalakulásához 50

MARCELL SEBŐK
Tangible Cultural Heritage: The Early History of Blue Jeans 55



Inhabiting the Landscape / Élet a tájban

SÓFALVI ANDRÁS
A Barcaság határai és 13. század eleji településképe a Német Lovagrend adományleveleiben 60

NIKOLINA ANTONIĆ
The Hospitallers’ Estate of Čičan and its Neighbors: Spatial Analysis Yields New Information 64

ÜNIGE BENCZE
The Abbey of Meszes: New Insights on the Site Location 68

MÓGÁNÉ ARADI CSILLA – MOLNÁR ISTVÁN
Kísérlet a bárdudvarnok-szentbenedeki premontrei prépostság 
környezeti rekonstrukciójára 72

BEATRIX ROMHÁNYI
Monasteries along the Danube 77

PUSZTAI TAMÁS – P. FISCHL KLÁRA
A dél-borsodi síkság bronzkori és középkori településstruktúrájának összehasonlítása 82

VIZI MÁRTA
Komplex régészeti kutatás egy egykori dél-dunántúli mezőváros területén 89

BATIZI ZOLTÁN 
Fagyosasszony és Kammerhof 95

PÁLÓCZI HORVÁTH ANDRÁS
A középkori Kenderes településszerkezete 99

SZŐCS PÉTER LEVENTE
Adatok Nagybánya és vidéke középkori egyházi topográfiájához 103

ZATYKÓ CSILLA
Eltűnt berzencei malmok 108

SZABÓ PÉTER
Középkori cseh erdőgazdálkodás a choustníki uradalom erdőszámadásainak tükrében 113

ANDREA KISS
Before and After the Great Heat and Drought of 1540: Multiannual Trends of Grape and 
Grain Harvest Dates in the Vienna Hospital Accounts 117

LÁSZLÓ BARTOSIEWICZ
“Kleine Fische, gute Fische” – But Sturgeon is Great 121

LYUBLYANOVICS KYRA
Vad háziállat, házi vadállat: Számi rénszarvastartás a középkori és kora újkori Norvégiában� 126

JUDITH RASSON
Mountains in the Lifeways and History of Northern Macedonia 138

JEREMY MIKECZ
Crossing the Abyss: The Apurímac Canyon at the Time of the Spanish 
Invasion of Peru (1533) 142

Busy Places / Nyüzsgő terek

PETROVICS ISTVÁN
Újabb adatok Pécs késő középkori történetéhez 147

URBÁN MÁTÉ
Lokális búcsújáró helyek a késő középkori Nyugat-Dunántúlon 151

BALÁZS NAGY
The Marketplace of Csütörtök – A Local Market in Fourteenth-Century Hungary 156

KATALIN SZENDE
The Sopron Fish Market 159

GERHARD JARITZ
The Craftsman’s Voice and Words in Late Medieval Austrian Urban Space 165

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S



ANA MARIA GRUIA
Healthcare in Cluj in the Sixteenth Century: Overlapping Professions 168

ANA MARINKOVIĆ
John Capistran’s Mantle and the Early Propaganda of Franciscan Observant Cults 
in Dubrovnik 171

SABINA MADGEARU
Ceremonial Space in Front of Medieval Buda: An Illuminated Fifteenth-Century French Vision� 175

VÉGH ANDRÁS
Óbuda látképeken 177

Layers of the Past / A múlt rétegei

KODOLÁNYI JUDIT 
Templomok és temetők a visegrádi Sibrik-dombon 181

ROSTA SZABOLCS
Egy új lehetőség kapujában – tatárjáráskori védművek a Kiskunságban 186

BOTÁR ISTVÁN 
Árpád-kori edényégető kemence Csíksomlyón 193

PETAR PARVANOV
Fire and Stone: Placing Flints in Graves in Late Medieval Kaliakra 197

GYARMATI JÁNOS
Kumpi Wasi. Textilműhely egy inka tartományi központban 201

ZSUZSANNA PAPP REED
Post It: Notes from Thirteenth-Century St Albans 207

VALERY REES
The Salt of Genius: Marsilio Ficino on Food, Spices, and Nutrition 213

ROSSINA KOSTOVA
The Mother of God Monastery near Varna, Bulgaria: More about Missionary Monasteries in 
Bulgaria in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries 217

DANIEL ZIEMANN
The Imperial Abbey of Corvey in the Ninth and Tenth Century: At the Crossroads of Power 221

VIRÁGOS GÁBOR
Kartal vagy Cyko? Kísérlet egy középkori nemesi család történetének rekonstruálására 226

TÓTH BOGLÁRKA – BOTÁR ISTVÁN
A sepsikilyéni unitárius templom tetőszerkezeteinek kormeghatározása 244

RÁCZ MIKLÓS
Egy tiszazugi újkori négyosztatú ház – Dokumentálás és építéstörténet 248

Objects beneath Our Feet / Tárgyak a föld alól

LANGÓ PÉTER
A Tiszakeszi-Szódadombon talált  kora Árpád-kori kereszt 254

RÁCZ TIBOR – NAGY BALÁZS 
Tatárjárás kori kincslelet Jászkarajenőről 258

SZENDE LÁSZLÓ
Lehetett-e hadijelvény a csajági kereszt? 267

NÓRA UJHELYI
Thoughts about Medieval Book Fittings from the Castle of Visegrád 270

MÁRIA VARGHA – THOMAS KÜHTREIBER
Treasures of the “Lower Ten Thousand”? Hoards of Iron Objects 273

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S



K. NÉMETH ANDRÁS
„Sarlóját ez okért bősz fegyverré köszörülte” Késő középkori kiegyenesített sarló 
Kospa falu helyéről 280

MAXIM MORDOVIN
A Collection of Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-Century Cloth Seals from Szolnok 285

TÜNDE KOMORI
Ottomans in Pest in the Light of “Luxury” Ceramics: Four Cups from Kígyó Street 289

WICKER ERIKA
A 17. századi rácszentpéteri kincslelet 294

Marking the Place / Helyek és jelek

CSERNUS SÁNDOR
Keresztes családtörténet és kőbe vésett emlékezet 300

LŐVEI PÁL
A pilisszántói keresztes kő legendája 305

MÉRAI DÓRA
Sügérek a Nyárádmentén: Sigér Mátyás síremléke leporolva 311

VESZPRÉMY LÁSZLÓ
A bambergi lovas szobra és Szent István 316

TAKÁCS MIKLÓS
A pétervárad-tekiai reneszánsz kőfaragvány 321

ANNELI RANDLA
What and Whom Should We Remember? The Case of the Teutonic Order’s Church and 
Castle in Pöide, Livonia 325

Heritage Sites, Sacred Places / Örökségi helyszínek, szent helyek

ALEKSANDAR PANTIĆ
The Ambiguity of Heritage Interpretation: A Late Roman Tomb in Brestovik, Serbia 330

GYÖRGY ENDRE SZŐNYI
Rocamadour: Monastic Center, Pilgrimage Place, Art Historical Interest, 
World Heritage Site 335

KATEŘINA HORNÍČKOVÁ
A Penitent Judas Iscariot: An Exemplum of Christian Morals on the Eve of Hussitism? 339

JAMES PLUMTREE
Buddha, Lenin, and the Prophet Muhammad Approaching the Landscape and 
Cultural Heritage of Issyk-Ata 343

ROBERT SHARP
The Thames Estuary: The Cultural Heritage and Memory of the Thames Estuary at 
Southend-on-Sea 349

ESZTER SPÄT
Constructing Religio-Ritual Heritage: The New Shrine of Shekhsê Batê in Khetar, Northern Iraq � 353

ZSUZSANNA RENNER
Delhi, Old and New: Changing Cityscapes and the Cultural Heritage of India’s Capital City 357

FELD ISTVÁN 
Pszeudovár vagy történeti rekonstrukció? 364
ILON GÁBOR 
A velemi régészeti témaparkról 371

WOLLÁK KATALIN
Örökség alapú fejlesztés Kölkeden� 374

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S



Places of Memory / Az emlékezet helyei

JÁNOS BAK
Nádor 20 Capriccio� 380

SZENTPÉTERI JÓZSEF
Pilistől Tételig. Elektronikus levélféle a 60 esztendős Laszlovszky Józsefnek� 382

RICHARD HODGES
Scarlino in the 1980s, Forty Years On 386

KLANICZAY GÁBOR 
Egy hozzászólás Kremsben� 390

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S



My first meeting with Jóska was probably at the 
site of Visegrád when he was excavating there 
in the 1990s. The view from the great citadel 
provides an extraordinary panorama of what 
was once a section of the Roman limes. Aqui-
ncum, which I have also visited with Jóska as a 
guide, gives another, much gentler, impression 
of the frontier zone as a Roman city fronting onto 
a major line of riverine communication. Aqui-
ncum, with its houses, temples, and collegia, in-
cluding that of the textile-dealers with their 
splendid organ, contrasts markedly with the 
image of the Roman frontier conjured up for 
most historians of Roman Britain: the rugged 
landscape of Hadrian’s Wall. The contrast is in-
teresting and will bear some thought.

Comparison between the Rhine-Danube limes 
and Hadrian’s Wall is not made all that often. Of 
course, the continental frontier is much longer 
and more varied than the insular one. Yet there 
are comparisons to be drawn between the fortifi-
cations of the Rhineland, the Danube on the one 
hand and Northumbria on the other, and there 
are broader parallels to be made between the Ala-
mannic area of the Agri Decumates and North 
Britain.1 At the same time, there are huge differ-
ences: the Tyne and Irthing rivers are streams by 
comparison with the Rhine and Danube, while no 
Roman city north of York, which lies a hundred 
kilometres south of the Wall, can compare with 
Aquincum or the great cities of the Rhineland.

These two distinctions, the presence and ab-
sence of great rivers and great cities, are worth 
pondering. Of course the great Roman cities of 
the Rhine and the Danube were part of the fron-
tier defensive system, although this is often less 
apparent from the cities themselves than from 
the bridgeheads set up on the barbarian side of 
the river, as for instance those of Trans Aquincum 

and Contra Aquincum.2 But they were not just part 
of a network of defense: they also exploited the 
riverine communications and the trade that they 
carried. This is illustrated most clearly by the ship 
finds at Mainz, as well as carved representations 
of boats and their cargoes found at Roman sites 
in the Rhineland. 

There was certainly communication between 
the mouth of the Tyne in the east and the Solway 
in the west. It is best evidenced in the early An-
glo-Saxon period, when we know of contacts be-
tween Ireland, Jarrow, and Lindisfarne. In the 
Roman period that communication, however, 
seems to have been primarily military. The Stane-
gate, which lay to the south of the Wall, was con-
trolled by a line of fortresses, and alongside the 
Wall itself there was a military road.3 

It is true that where the Wall meets the Solway 
in the west there is a Roman town. Carlisle seems 
to have been a civitas capital.4 It was, in fact, made 
up of two centers:  the fort and dependent town 
of Luguvalium situated on the south bank of the 
Esk River, and the Wall fort on the opposite bank 
of the river, which seems to have been known both 
as Petrianis and as Uxelodunum – the multiple cen-
ters compare nicely with Aquincum. At the eastern 
end of the Wall there was a cluster of major forts, 
above all Arbeia on the headland of South Shields, 
where the Tyne meets the North Sea, and Segedu-
num, or Wall’s End.5 Just to the west of Arbeia, and 
almost directly across the Tyne from Segedunum, 
lay the great tidal harbor of Jarrow Slake.6 It was 
perhaps the largest and safest tidal harbor in the 
Roman north, and it survived to be a port of great 
importance for the Northumbrian kings, known 
as the Portus Ecgfridi, the harbor of King Ecgfrith. 
In the Roman period it seems to have been first 
and foremost a military port. Certainly there is no 
indication that it provisioned a major civilian 
town. The British limes centered on Hadrian’s Wall, 
in other words, was a more exclusively military 

Two Roman Frontiers and 
their Sub-Roman Afterlife

I a n  W o o d *

*	 Professor Emeritus, University of Leeds
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zone than were those sections of the Rhine and 
Danube frontiers which boasted major cities. There 
were, of course, less urbanized sections of the con-
tinental frontiers, like that which passed through 
the Agri Decumates, where the military was more 
dominant.

As significant as the distinctions between 
the British and Pannonian frontiers in the cen-
tral period of the Roman Empire are their dif-
fering fates. Aquincum declined considerably as 
a civilian center in the course of the third and 
fourth centuries, although there is some evi-
dence of poor civilians joining foederati in the 
fortified centers. In the late fifth and early sixth 
centuries, the Suevi occupied the military am-
phitheater at Aquincum and there is some evi-
dence for Langobard occupation of forts before 
568.7 Like the Huns before them, however, the 
Avars who took over control of Pannonia incor-
porated it into a zone that included both sides of 
the Danube and insofar as there was any sur-
vival from the Roman past it was further to the 
west at Keszthely. The old limes had no afterlife.

The same does not appear to have been true 
in Britain. Certainly Hadrian’s Wall ceased to be 
a frontier, but it had only ever been one element 
in a wide frontier zone. There had been a system 
of Roman forts to the north of the Wall, some of 

them, most notably those at Bewcastle and High 
Rochester, of considerable significance.8 More-
over, the Romans also felt that the Wall was under 
threat from British tribes to the south. For this 
reason it was protected by a Vallum.9 We should, 
therefore, think of the British limes in the north 
as a zone some fifty or more kilometers broad.

Although the Wall zone ceased to be a fron-
tier, there is increasing evidence for some sort 
of continued occupation in some of its forts after 
the early years of the fifth century. The tradi-
tional view that the Roman army was withdrawn 
from Britain after 406 does not bear scrutiny, 
even if Constantine III took the last of the mobile 
comitatenses with him when he made a bid to 
take over the Western Empire. The limitanei, or 
most of them, seem to have remained in situ. 
This may be unlike what happened in Noricum, 
where we hear of the withdrawal of frontier 
troops in the days of Odovacer.10 A good percent-
age of the forts on Hadrian’s Wall that have been 
excavated using modern techniques saw con-
tinuing occupation,11 and in the case of Bir-
doswald, large scale rebuilding in timber (Fig. 
1 and 2).12 Unfortunately, such rebuilding would 
not have been noticed by archaeologists digging 
the Wall forts before the closing decades of the 
twentieth century.

► Fig. 1. Birdoswald Roman Fort.  The posts mark the position of the timbers of the post-Roman buildings that replaced the stone 
granaries (photo: I. Wood)
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There is scarcely any written evidence for 
the Wall zone in the fifth and sixth centuries. At 
the start of that period, we can be sure that the 
Roman command was still in existence:  by 600, 
there was a new political unit at the western end 
known as Rheged, a British kingdom which may 
have been based in Carlisle and which seems to 
have dominated the Solway as well as the terri-
tory to the south.13 At the eastern end of the Wall, 
there was the kingdom of the Bernicii – a Celtic 
term, which may mean “the piercers of battle 
lines,” but is usually held to mean “the people of 
the high passes.”14 This was one of the major 
components of the kingdom of Northumbria 
which emerged in the course of the next decades.

There is an assumption that the kingdom of 
the Bernicii was the creation of incoming An-
glo-Saxons, although there is no origin legend 
that talks of the arrival of Germanic peoples into 
the far north of Roman Britain—only a strange 
story about a figure called Ida establishing him-
self at Bamburgh, but his origins are not speci-
fied.15 Nor is there much archaeological evidence 
for significant immigration into the lands north 
of the Tees River. Certainly the Bernicii, and sub-
sequently the Northumbrians, would have seen 
themselves as Anglian or Saxon by the beginning 

of the eighth century. It may be, however, that 
this was an ideological construct, although there 
would have been some basis for claiming to be 
of Germanic extraction, since many of the lim-
itanei stationed along the Wall had originally 
been brought across from the Lower Rhineland.16

In other words, there is a strong case for 
thinking that the military zone of Hadrian’s Wall 
developed into the core of two sub-Roman polit-
ical units: one claiming to be British, and proba-
bly centered on Carlisle, and the other claiming 
to be Anglian or Saxon, probably centered on the 
lower Tyne, with perhaps its chief center at the 
old Roman fort of Arbeia, which seems to have 
been a royal residence known as Urfa, a name 
derived from the Roman original.17 Presumably 
these two kingdoms were the creation of warlords 
who were the descendants of military command-
ers of the Wall forts, who had steadily eliminated 
their neighbors and rivals.

Whereas Aquincum vanished almost without 
trace, the forts of Hadrian’s Wall seem to have 
been transformed into providing the core of an 
early medieval kingdom. The great civilian city 
on the Danube vanished, while the military zone 
of Hadrian’s Wall grew into something that would 
survive into the Middle Ages.

► Fig. 2.  Birdoswald Roman Fort (photo: I. Wood)
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