GENIUS LOCI
LASZLOVSZKY 60
edited by
Dóra Mérai
and
Ágnes Drosztmér, Kyra Lyublyanovics,
Judith Rasson, Zsuzsanna Papp Reed,
András Vadas, Csilla Zatykó

i

Genius loci
Laszlovszky 60
edited by

Dóra Mérai
and
Ágnes Drosztmér, Kyra Lyublyanovics,
Judith Rasson, Zsuzsanna Papp Reed,
András Vadas, Csilla Zatykó

2018. 11. 15.

Archaeolingua logo.png

Budapest 2018

The publication of this volume was generously funded by

ISBN 978-615-5766-19-0
© by the Authors and Archaeolingua Foundation

2018
ARCHAEOLINGUA ALAPÍTVÁNY
H-1067 Budapest, Teréz krt. 13
www.archaeolingua.hu
Copy editing and language editing: the editors
Layout: Zsanett Kállai
Map: Viktor Lagutov, Zsuzsa Eszter Pető, Mária Vargha, István Gergő Farkas
Front cover design: Eszter Bence-Molnár

Table of contents

Tabula gratulatoria
Kiadói előszó
Publisher’s Preface
Köszöntő
Salutation

v
vi
viii
x
xi

Boundaries, Frontier Zones / Határvonalak, határvidékek
ALEKS PLUSKOWSKI – ALEX BROWN – SEWERYN SZCZEPANSKI – ROWENA BANERJEA
– DANIEL MAKOWIECKI
What Does a Frontier Look Like? The Biocultural Dynamics of the Lower Vistula
Borderland in the Middle Ages
STEPHEN POW
The Mongol Empire’s Northern Border: Re-evaluating the Surface Area of
the Mongol Empire
IAN WOOD
Two Roman Frontiers and Their Sub-Roman Afterlife

2
8

14

Crossing Borders / Határokon át
SZAKÁCS BÉLA ZSOLT

Gyulafirátót, avagy a rendi építészeti hagyományok átjárhatósága

19

CRISTOPHER MIELKE
A Queen’s Crusading Connections: Yolanda of Courtenay, the Fifth Crusade,
and the Military Orders

25

BÁRÁNY ATTILA
Angol keresztes a magyar végeken: Robert de Champlayn

28

CRISTIAN GAȘPAR
Trespassing Pigs, Sons of Whores, and Randy Dogs: Marginalia on a Medieval Document from
Caransebeș/Karánsebes

32

VADAS ANDRÁS
A kecskeméti marhahajtók megpróbáltatásai és egy végvár jóllakott őrsége

38

LÁSZLÓ KONTLER
Borders and Crossings: A Jesuit Scientist in the Whirlwind of Enlightened Reform

41

PAUKOVICS GERGŐ
Hajsza az örök fiatalságért. Dr. Voronoff és a dübörgő 20-as évek

45

PINKE ZSOLT – STEPHEN POW
A Gangesz-deltából a globális porondra: történeti ökológiai szempontok a kolera kórokozó (Vibrio
cholerae) elterjedési területének átalakulásához

50

MARCELL SEBŐK
Tangible Cultural Heritage: The Early History of Blue Jeans

55

TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

Inhabiting the Landscape / Élet a tájban
SÓFALVI ANDRÁS
A Barcaság határai és 13. század eleji településképe a Német Lovagrend adományleveleiben

60

NIKOLINA ANTONIĆ
The Hospitallers’ Estate of Čičan and its Neighbors: Spatial Analysis Yields New Information

64

ÜNIGE BENCZE
The Abbey of Meszes: New Insights on the Site Location

68

MÓGÁNÉ ARADI CSILLA – MOLNÁR ISTVÁN
Kísérlet a bárdudvarnok-szentbenedeki premontrei prépostság
környezeti rekonstrukciójára

72

BEATRIX ROMHÁNYI
Monasteries along the Danube

77

PUSZTAI TAMÁS – P. FISCHL KLÁRA
A dél-borsodi síkság bronzkori és középkori településstruktúrájának összehasonlítása

82

VIZI MÁRTA
Komplex régészeti kutatás egy egykori dél-dunántúli mezőváros területén

89

BATIZI ZOLTÁN
Fagyosasszony és Kammerhof

95

PÁLÓCZI HORVÁTH ANDRÁS
A középkori Kenderes településszerkezete

99

SZŐCS PÉTER LEVENTE
Adatok Nagybánya és vidéke középkori egyházi topográfiájához

103

ZATYKÓ CSILLA
Eltűnt berzencei malmok

108

SZABÓ PÉTER
Középkori cseh erdőgazdálkodás a choustníki uradalom erdőszámadásainak tükrében

113

ANDREA KISS
Before and After the Great Heat and Drought of 1540: Multiannual Trends of Grape and
Grain Harvest Dates in the Vienna Hospital Accounts

117

LÁSZLÓ BARTOSIEWICZ
“Kleine Fische, gute Fische” – But Sturgeon is Great

121

LYUBLYANOVICS KYRA
Vad háziállat, házi vadállat: Számi rénszarvastartás a középkori és kora újkori Norvégiában126
JUDITH RASSON
Mountains in the Lifeways and History of Northern Macedonia

138

JEREMY MIKECZ
Crossing the Abyss: The Apurímac Canyon at the Time of the Spanish
Invasion of Peru (1533)

142

Busy Places / Nyüzsgő terek
PETROVICS ISTVÁN
Újabb adatok Pécs késő középkori történetéhez

147

URBÁN MÁTÉ
Lokális búcsújáró helyek a késő középkori Nyugat-Dunántúlon

151

BALÁZS NAGY
The Marketplace of Csütörtök – A Local Market in Fourteenth-Century Hungary

156

KATALIN SZENDE
The Sopron Fish Market

159

GERHARD JARITZ
The Craftsman’s Voice and Words in Late Medieval Austrian Urban Space

165

TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

ANA MARIA GRUIA
Healthcare in Cluj in the Sixteenth Century: Overlapping Professions

168

ANA MARINKOVIĆ
John Capistran’s Mantle and the Early Propaganda of Franciscan Observant Cults
in Dubrovnik

171

SABINA MADGEARU
Ceremonial Space in Front of Medieval Buda: An Illuminated Fifteenth-Century French Vision175
VÉGH ANDRÁS
Óbuda látképeken

177

Layers of the Past / A múlt rétegei
KODOLÁNYI JUDIT
Templomok és temetők a visegrádi Sibrik-dombon

181

ROSTA SZABOLCS
Egy új lehetőség kapujában – tatárjáráskori védművek a Kiskunságban

186

BOTÁR ISTVÁN
Árpád-kori edényégető kemence Csíksomlyón

193

PETAR PARVANOV
Fire and Stone: Placing Flints in Graves in Late Medieval Kaliakra

197

GYARMATI JÁNOS
Kumpi Wasi. Textilműhely egy inka tartományi központban

201

ZSUZSANNA PAPP REED
Post It: Notes from Thirteenth-Century St Albans

207

VALERY REES
The Salt of Genius: Marsilio Ficino on Food, Spices, and Nutrition

213

ROSSINA KOSTOVA
The Mother of God Monastery near Varna, Bulgaria: More about Missionary Monasteries in
Bulgaria in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries

217

DANIEL ZIEMANN
The Imperial Abbey of Corvey in the Ninth and Tenth Century: At the Crossroads of Power

221

VIRÁGOS GÁBOR
Kartal vagy Cyko? Kísérlet egy középkori nemesi család történetének rekonstruálására

226

TÓTH BOGLÁRKA – BOTÁR ISTVÁN
A sepsikilyéni unitárius templom tetőszerkezeteinek kormeghatározása

244

RÁCZ MIKLÓS
Egy tiszazugi újkori négyosztatú ház – Dokumentálás és építéstörténet

248

Objects beneath Our Feet / Tárgyak a föld alól
LANGÓ PÉTER
A Tiszakeszi-Szódadombon talált kora Árpád-kori kereszt

254

RÁCZ TIBOR – NAGY BALÁZS
Tatárjárás kori kincslelet Jászkarajenőről

258

SZENDE LÁSZLÓ
Lehetett-e hadijelvény a csajági kereszt?

267

NÓRA UJHELYI
Thoughts about Medieval Book Fittings from the Castle of Visegrád

270

MÁRIA VARGHA – THOMAS KÜHTREIBER
Treasures of the “Lower Ten Thousand”? Hoards of Iron Objects

273

TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

K. NÉMETH ANDRÁS
„Sarlóját ez okért bősz fegyverré köszörülte” Késő középkori kiegyenesített sarló
Kospa falu helyéről

280

MAXIM MORDOVIN
A Collection of Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-Century Cloth Seals from Szolnok

285

TÜNDE KOMORI
Ottomans in Pest in the Light of “Luxury” Ceramics: Four Cups from Kígyó Street

289

WICKER ERIKA
A 17. századi rácszentpéteri kincslelet

294

Marking the Place / Helyek és jelek
CSERNUS SÁNDOR
Keresztes családtörténet és kőbe vésett emlékezet

300

LŐVEI PÁL
A pilisszántói keresztes kő legendája

305

MÉRAI DÓRA
Sügérek a Nyárádmentén: Sigér Mátyás síremléke leporolva

311

VESZPRÉMY LÁSZLÓ
A bambergi lovas szobra és Szent István

316

TAKÁCS MIKLÓS
A pétervárad-tekiai reneszánsz kőfaragvány

321

ANNELI RANDLA
What and Whom Should We Remember? The Case of the Teutonic Order’s Church and
Castle in Pöide, Livonia

325

Heritage Sites, Sacred Places / Örökségi helyszínek, szent helyek
ALEKSANDAR PANTIĆ
The Ambiguity of Heritage Interpretation: A Late Roman Tomb in Brestovik, Serbia

330

GYÖRGY ENDRE SZŐNYI
Rocamadour: Monastic Center, Pilgrimage Place, Art Historical Interest,
World Heritage Site

335

KATEŘINA HORNÍČKOVÁ
A Penitent Judas Iscariot: An Exemplum of Christian Morals on the Eve of Hussitism?

339

JAMES PLUMTREE
Buddha, Lenin, and the Prophet Muhammad Approaching the Landscape and
Cultural Heritage of Issyk-Ata

343

ROBERT SHARP
The Thames Estuary: The Cultural Heritage and Memory of the Thames Estuary at
Southend-on-Sea

349

ESZTER SPÄT
Constructing Religio-Ritual Heritage: The New Shrine of Shekhsê Batê in Khetar, Northern Iraq 353
ZSUZSANNA RENNER
Delhi, Old and New: Changing Cityscapes and the Cultural Heritage of India’s Capital City
FELD ISTVÁN
Pszeudovár vagy történeti rekonstrukció?
ILON GÁBOR
A velemi régészeti témaparkról
WOLLÁK KATALIN
Örökség alapú fejlesztés Kölkeden

357
364
371
374

TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

Places of Memory / Az emlékezet helyei
JÁNOS BAK
Nádor 20 Capriccio

380

SZENTPÉTERI JÓZSEF
Pilistől Tételig. Elektronikus levélféle a 60 esztendős Laszlovszky Józsefnek

382

RICHARD HODGES
Scarlino in the 1980s, Forty Years On

386

KLANICZAY GÁBOR
Egy hozzászólás Kremsben

390

Delhi, Old and New: Changing Cityscapes and
the Cultural Heritage of India’s Capital City
Zsuzsanna Renner*

When India won its independence in 1947, its
capital city had two distinct parts: New Delhi
and Old Delhi. The coexistence of two urban
paradigms, the traditional and the modern—or
the Indian and the Western—is by no means
unique, on the contrary, it is a common feature
seen in many north Indian cities.1 New Delhi,
founded by the British in 1911, and Old Delhi
(previously known as Shahjahanabad after its
founder), erected by the Mughals in 1639, are the
most recent in a long succession of capitals built
in the area in and around today’s Delhi. They
are also the ones that have survived until the
present day, and as such have the largest share
in Delhi’s urban heritage. They no longer monopolize, however, as they did until a few decades ago, Delhi’s urban landscape has been
changing at an unprecedented pace while India
makes its way into the twenty-first century. The
dynamics of urban development, sociological
transformation and changing values pose new
challenges to the preservation of cultural heritage. In this paper I reflect upon the evolution of
Delhi’s urban landscape and its impact on the
development and preservation of the city’s cultural heritage.
Delhi had been the imperial city of India for
over 800 years when the British moved their capital here from Calcutta. Historically, the regional
importance of this area has derived from its strategic position on the ancient caravan route
known as Uttarapatha (the ‘northern route’, later
named the Great Trunk Road) midway between
the Ganges valley in the east and the Punjab
plains in the northwest and beyond. The route
linked to the Silk Road via the Khyber Pass, and
was the road that nearly all migrating peoples
and invaders took when entering the Indian subcontinent by land. Most of them duly arrived in
the Delhi area and settled there, often ransacking
or destroying what they found and building their

own cities since this was a key location in controlling North India and gaining access to the rest
of the Indian subcontinent.
People commonly refer to the seven cities of
Delhi, although this is a rather symbolic figure
since the actual number of cities built here is between eight and sixteen, depending on how it is
counted.2 (Figure 1) The area is triangular, bordered by the Yamuna River to the east-northeast
and the northern range of the Aravalli hills to the
west and south.3 This area, roughly corresponding to today’s National Capital Territory of Delhi
(NCT),4 has been the setting for Delhi’s urban development ever since the first city was founded
here. Successive power centres with imperial
aspirations on the subcontinent arose as scattered cities in this extensive area. This means
that Delhi developed more as a region of perennial nuclear settlement5 than as a single nucleated city, with a potential to give rise to capitals of
imperial importance within its natural boundaries.6 The urban tissue thickened after the Middle
Ages, filling in many of the gaps between former
individual cities, thus shaping Delhi as we know
it today while a few mediaeval city sites still lie
in rural areas within the capital territory.
There is a strong popular belief based on the
Mahabharata epic7 that the first city of Delhi was
Indraprastha, the capital city of the Pandavas,
said to be located on the site where the sixteenth-century Purana Qila (‘Old Fort’) stands.
Although excavations did not reveal anything
comparable in age or scale to the description of
the epic,8 they did gave evidence of a major settlement in the fourth century BCE that continued
to be occupied until the Gupta period (fourthfifth century CE).9 The earliest identifiable extant
city is Lal Kot in the Mehrauli area of south Delhi
where the Hindu Tomara Rajput dynasty had a
huge fort built in the eleventh century,10 later extended and renamed Qila Rai Pitora by Prithviraj
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► Fig.1. Political history of Delhi, 1060-1947 (CC BY-SA 3.0, Bhavika 1990)

Chauhan in the twelfth. This is the point (1192)
where the early Hindu history of Delhi ends; a
Hindu-majority government was to return to Delhi only some seven hundred fifty years later in
the post-independence period, but then to a
multi-ethnic, multicultural city.
Extended fortification by the Chauhan king
was insufficient to stop the onslaught of Afghans
from the northwest who captured Rai Pithora
and soon founded the first Islamic state in North
India (1206). The next four cities—Siri, Tughlaqabad, Janahpanah, Ferozabad, all in the south Delhi region—were founded by successive independent dynasties ruling the Delhi Sultanate. From
the early sixteenth century onward, the Mughal
dynasty of Turco-Mongol origin, a branch of the
Timurid dynasty, built an empire on the subcontinent. In the Delhi area they founded Dinpanah,
Shergarh and, in the sixteenth century, Shahjahanabad. The focus shifted more to the north, to
sites on the banks of the Yamuna River. After
Muslim rule in Delhi that lasted a little more than
six hundred and fifty years, the British took control of Delhi for another ninety years, founding
their own capital, before the first democratic government of independent India took power and
with it the British-built city as their capital.
This can be seen as a new phenomenon since
hitherto all aspirants to imperial power in Delhi
had raised their own centres at locations different
from earlier ones. It was part of the ‘imperial
dream’, ever newer Delhis launching ever newer
eras.11 Nehru, the first prime minister of an inde-

pendent India, was no exception to the rule. He
too cherished the dream of breaking with all previous tradition, but his attempt at moving the capital city to the Corbusier-built Chandigarh in Punjab (outside even the Delhi capital region) proved
to be a failure, and the capital of independent India remained in former colonial New Delhi. Seen
from another angle, however, this also fits well
into the pattern of acquiring power in the Delhi
region which, since imperial power was at stake,
was as a rule as much symbolic as it was practical.
We can quote many examples of traditional ways
of appropriating the symbols of imperial power,
from erecting and relocating columns12 through
to the imitation of power displays originally belonging to a hostile power (see below) to the foundation, demolishment and partial or, as in the last
case, full reuse of the capital cities themselves. By
moving into the former colonial city, the Indian
government symbolically took possession of all
former British imperial insignia, marking its victory over colonial rule and its claim to full sovereignty over the Indian subcontinent.
Independent India not only inherited New
Delhi as a capital city, but also Shahjahanabad
(Old Delhi), two utterly different cities. Shahjahanabad, built at the height of Mughal imperial
grandeur, followed the urban tradition of Islamic cities. The core of the city was the palace fortress (Lal Qila, ‘Red Fort’) with a wide ceremonial route (Chandni Chowk, now a market area)
cutting across the city.13 The walled city, as it is
often referred to, developed gradually over a lon-
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ger period. The pattern of land use was typically
urban.14 The lands around the fort were declared
royal lands (khalsa), and the emperor donated
parcels of land to the chief noblemen who built
their residential areas (havelis) for themselves
and their dependents, courtiers and manufacturers (karkhanas) that supplied their needs.15
Therefore these residential areas developed as
introverted spaces and independent social entities, while commercial activities were located
along the main market streets.16
Seen from a rooftop today, the city appears as
a dense mass of buildings, an apparently seamless tissue of urban fabric, with a few lone trees
here and there. (Figure 2) The only visible landmarks are the fort and the cupolas and high-rising
minarets of the Jama Masjid. The main arteries of
the city connect the city gates and the palace or
important temples, and were used by the elite for
processional and representation purposes.17 Of
medium width are the bazaar (market) streets
where much of the city traffic and commercial
activity takes place. On the third level are the galis (lanes) winding between mohallas (neighbourhoods) and katras18 (a cluster of houses and
shops), the basic morphological units of the city.
The present urban fabric can be traced back
to the late 19th and early 20th century19 when,
after the proclamation of imperial rule in 1858,
the city was directly controlled by the British
Government. The three-month siege of the city
by the British in 1857 brought about large-scale
destruction, followed by a major restructuring of
the city. The Red fort was turned into a garrison
and railway lines were laid across the city centre.
By repeated divisions the once massive havelis of

► Fig. 2. Old Delhi from Jama Masjid. Photo: Jon Connel
2010 (CC BY 2.0)
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Mughal nobles disappeared and smaller havelis,
houses, warehouses and shops grew up with
lanes between them.
However, the British did not establish their
residential quarters in Shahjahanabad. The colonial government conceptually distanced itself
from Indian cities and occupied the cities it had
founded.20 In Delhi, a cantonment city was founded outside the city walls of Shahjahanabad as
part of a colonial network, a sort of alternative
geography, of more than 170 similar cities across
the country, connected by the requisites of modern rule: railways, roads and the telegraph. The
‘white’ cantonment was strictly segregated from
the ‟black” city (this principle was followed in
the construction of the new capital too). Divided
along military and civil lines, it had military, as
well as civil administrative and residential functions.21
That seventeenth-century sources speak eloquently of the riches of the city, its palaces, havelis (residential areas), markets, gardens, bodies
of water and avenues,22 makes the currently derelict state of its structures all the more appalling.
Sociologically, the Partition of India and Pakistan
in 1947 brought about a complete change in the
city’s population. Muslim residents fled to Pakistan and most of them never returned; with
them, the memory of an exceptionally refined
culture was to a large extent lost. The last exodus
from Shahjahanabad took place from about 1960
onwards when most middle-class people left the
walled city for the more spacious residential areas, the so-called colonies, in New Delhi.23
As a result, the character of the city changed
from a mix of residential and commercial to predominantly commercial, which, in the absence
of owners to care about properties, has been detrimental to its built heritage.24 Commercialisation in general and the presence of wholesale
trades and industrial activities in particular are
hazardous to the traditional city.25 Another threat
is in the minds of people as contemporary urban
Indian culture accords a low status to the traditional style of urban living26 where residential
quarters tend to be inward looking while elements of private life take place in public spaces.
Nowadays, Old Delhi is often thought of as an
area of congestion and underdeveloped civic infrastructure with little or no development.
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► Fig. 3. The procession of Bahadur Shah to celebrate the feast of the ’Id. Sir Thomas Metcalf, 1843. British Library Online Gallery (CC-PD-Mark 1.0)

Since the downfall of the Mughal Empire in
1858, the British governed their Indian possessions from Calcutta. The decision to move their
capital from Calcutta to Delhi was taken in 1911
and announced by George V at the third Durbar
held in Delhi.27 The reasons were ideological and
practical: Delhi as the seat of past imperial governments had a strong attraction, but it was also
strategically better situated than Calcutta to command over the whole subcontinent. By adapting
the Durbar as a major ceremonial event, an expression of sovereignty and imperial power, the
British not only imitated Mughal courtly symbols
of power and legitimacy, but also communicated
their complete appropriation. (Figures 3, 4)

Architects Sir Edward Lutyens and Herbert
Baker were entrusted with planning the city. The
designated site for New Delhi was south of Shahjahanabad with no connection to the Yamuna
River, and it had to be a monument to imperial
power that conveyed the idea of rational modern
government. It had to impress teach and let the
Indian people ‟see for the first time the power of
Western science, art and civilization.”28 The ideology of the imperial capital was quite overtly
based on segregation and remaining aloof of the
native population. Its geometric network of wide
boulevards, roundabouts and radial roads lined
by individual buildings and villas set well back
from the street in leafy gardens spoke of order,

► Fig. 4. Durbar procession on Chandni Chowk, Shahjahanabad, 1903. Strereoscopic photograph. British Library Online Gallery,
Photo: James Ricalton (CC0)
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► Fig. 5. Central Delhi. New Delhi’s geometric patterns contrast sharply with Old Delhi (on top). Photo: Planet Labs, Inc.
(CC BY-SA 4.0)

cleanliness, reason and logic. Commercial activity was restricted to markets or shopping centres.
The dramatic climax of the city was the group of
iconic government buildings set on an elevation
of the area that is otherwise typically flat and
thus occupies a central and commanding position over the surrounding cityscape. (Figure 5)
New Delhi was also intended to be a garden
city favourable to its British population. The residential area of New Delhi, the LBZ as it is often
referred to nowadays (Lutyen’s Bungalow Zone),
was the very antithesis of Shahjahanabad’s traditional urban paradigm. Here the villas have
large windows overlooking the street, but private
life is strictly restricted to the interior of the
houses, hidden from the eyes of passers-by. Interior design betrays the value given to space and
light. Gardens are fenced and most often a car is
parked in the drive of the villa. Sections of the
residential quarters are security controlled and
closed for the night.
Despite all the major differences New Delhi
has some important features common with Shahjahanabad. The commanding position of Rashtrapati Bhavan (the Presidential Residence, previously the Viceroy’s House) at the end of the main
processional pathway is comparable to that of
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the Red Fort, both seats and symbols of imperial
power. Another feature is the processional pathway itself—here the Rajpath (former King’s Way)
and the Chandni Chowk in Shajahanabad—leading to the seat of power and used for representation purposes. We can also add the hierarchy of
streets (here avenues) with the two main axes
crossing each other in front of the seat of power.
The similarities in the concept of public ceremonial spaces and their use by the consecutive imperial powers are striking. Curiously enough,
New Delhi has many ancient monuments itself
since all previous cities except Shahjahanabad,
whether on the banks of the Yamuna River or in
the south, make part of New Delhi or are linked
to its southern extensions.
What is the composition and status of Delhi’s
built heritage today? The main components are
the city’s World Heritage sites (Humayun’s Tomb,
the Qutb Minar Complex and the Red Fort Complex); identified heritage zones; and scattered
historic monuments and heritage buildings.
World heritage sites can be disregarded now and
also heritage conservation schemes; they are
properly maintained and do not pose any problems. In the nomination dossier for listing Delhi
as a heritage city, prepared and submitted to UNESCO in 2014 and withdrawn the next year by the
Indian Government,29 four areas—Shahjahanabad, Nizamuddin,30 Mehrauli31 and Lutyens’
Bungalow Zone—were identified as the city’s
main heritage assets and shortlisted for the world
heritage label. The most vulnerable asset is certainly Shajahanabad, Lutyens’ Bungalow Zone is
also threatened by the encroachments of development projects. The threat is even greater in the
case of scattered monuments.
Schemes for the preservation of the city’s
built heritage have been currently incorporated
into the city development plans. In 2017, a new
master plan entitled Master Plan Delhi - 2021
(MPD-2021) was prepared by the Delhi Development Authority which defines much of Shahjahanabad as redevelopment area.32 The tenth chapter (Conservation of Built Heritage) defines six
heritage zones, including those in the nomination dossier, and three archaeological parks. The
eighth chapter of MPD-2021 (Urban Design) recognizes Shahjahanabad and New Delhi as manifestations of traditional urban design and identi-
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fies the metropolitan city centre (Connaught
Place and extensions in New Delhi and the Walled
City, and extensions in Old Delhi) as significant
areas of built environment. The document also
includes some important recommendations and
confirms that development plans shall conform
to the provisions in respect of Conservation of
Heritage Sites.
We can conclude that for historical urban development reasons (shifting centres of frequently
changing political powers and the concomitant
abandonment of sites, lack of a single historical
city core and the churning of populations) the current inhabitants of Delhi have little or no bonding
to the built environment and the cultural values
they represent, which results in a general climate
of unconcern for their preservation. In this sense,
the new satellite cities cropping up on the outskirts of the Delhi metropolitan area with their
high-rise office buildings, condominiums, malls,
highways and flyovers, the millions of newcomers
to the capital city and their associated vibrant lifestyle do not make the difference that they may
seem to at first sight. On the contrary, their appearance fits well into the traditional pattern of
founding ever newer cities within the capital region, although in these cases the new cities do not
represent new political aspirations. The recognition of the built heritage as a resource seems to
have occurred on the part of the government authorities concerned; it is hoped that appropriate
measures to implement guidelines, recommendations and existing plans for the conservation and
use of urban heritage assets will follow.
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