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Csütörtök (Csütörtökhely, Csallóközcsütörtök), 
Donnersmarkt according to its German name, is 
currently called Štvrtok na Ostrove and lies about 
20 km southeast of Bratislava (Pozsony, Press-
burg), the capital city of Slovakia.1 The wider re-
gion of Csütörtök is hallmarked by an 84 km-long 
river island in the Danube, called Csallóköz 
(Große Schüttinsel, Žitný ostrov), which extends 
from the outskirts of Bratislava almost as far as 
Komárno. The Csallóköz is actually the largest 
river island in Europe, surrounded by the main 
stream of the Danube from the southwest and by 
the side branch of the Little Danube and the Vág 
(Váh) from the northeast.2 All the different name 
variants of this settlement refer to Thursday, its 
medieval market day.

The population of Štvrtok na Ostrove is cur-
rently rather low, about 1700 inhabitants. It seems 
to have been an ordinary settlement in Pozsony 
County in the network of medieval market towns 
of Hungary, with busy weekly markets.3

The earliest reference to the existence of 
Csütörtök goes back to the mid-thirteenth cen-
tury.4 What gives Csütörtök special significance 
is the information which comes from a 1333 
charter. In that year, two members of the Szent-
györgyi family divided Csütörtök between them 
and to guarantee the agreement they went to the 
chapter of Pozsony to have the settlement docu-
mented.5 The chapter sent their representatives 
to Csütörtök, where they made a visit and re-
corded the terms of the agreement on the spot. 
Returning to Pozsony, they sent a written report 
on the transaction to Charles I, king of Hungary, 
on July 9, 1333. This charter gives a rare descrip-
tion of a local market in fourteenth-century 
Hungary.6 The Szentgyörgyi family was de-

scended from the Hont-Pázmány kindred and at 
that time two brothers were active, Sebes II 
(1304–1353) and Péter I (1308–1365).7

According to the agreement, the western side 
of the town was owned by Sebes and the eastern 
side by Peter.8 The two parts of the town were 
divided by a muddy stream. The parish church 
of Csütörtök stood in the middle of the settlement 
and remained in the joint use of both parts of the 
population after the division. Peter’s part was 
used for marketing cattle, horses, and other ani-
mals and also furs and leather products. This part 
of the market was also where linen fabric and 
textile articles were sold. Foodstuffs sold either 
in bowls or loose were also available on Peter’s 
side. Weaving and trade in grey cloth also took 
place on this side, but the wooden structure for 
drying the cloth was on Sebes’ side. The market 
for resident and non-resident butchers, millers, 
bakers, shoemakers, and cobblers to sell their 
goods was on Sebes’ side. Wine and other bever-
ages transported in barrels to Csütörtök were 
also sold here, although it was allowed to sell 
beverages to drink in both parts of the town. Car-
ters delivered crops and grain to Sebes’ part in 
wagons and carts, but it was sold in smaller 
quantities in the other part of the settlement. 
Firewood and timber for building houses, wag-
ons and wagon wheels, animal skins, chests and 
boxes, and all different types of used clothing 
with the exception of furs and leather products 
were also sold on Sebes’ side, and, in addition, all 
leguminous vegetables. This part was also the 
place of hawkers selling food and beverages. En-
tering the arrangement, the two brothers also 
agreed that the tariff paid at the market should 
be split equally between them.

The selection of the commercial goods at the 
market of Csütörtök is a good example of the 
commercial traffic of market towns in Hungary 
in the first half of the fourteenth century. In the 

The Marketplace of Csütörtök – A Local Market 
in Fourteenth-Century Hungary
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case of Csütörtök, we should also keep in mind 
its special location. Situated in the vicinity of 
Pozsony and also close to the Danube we may 
assume that there was direct trade contact be-
tween Pozsony and Csütörtök. The burghers of 
Pozsony might have bought their supplies, espe-
cially foodstuffs, in Csütörtök and also sold some 
of their urban-made products there.

The variety of commercial goods available in 
Csütörtök reflected a diverse and complex sys-
tem of trade. The market was dominated by live 
animals (cattle, horses) and animal products 
(skins, furs, leather). Butchers, millers, and bak-
ers represented the processing of agricultural 
commodities.9 Foodstuffs, grocery products, and 
wine were also offered at the market in both re-
tail and wholesale trade. The reference to fire-
wood and timber means that forest products 
were available as indispensable commodities in 
the local commerce of that period.

Besides large-scale commerce, handicrafts, 
and local small-scale industrial products were also 
present in the market of Csütörtök. In addition to 
shoemakers and cobblers, the reference to the lo-
cal production of grey cloth represented a com-
plex urban industry. Grey cloth was a compara-
tively cheap type of wool product, available on the 
market of Hungary from the thirteenth century 
onwards, with its local production starting soon 
thereafter. It was called grey cloth not because of 
its colour, but because it was an undyed and rough 
textile. Its price was no more than 8–12% of the 
high quality dyed cloth of Flemish or Florentine 
origin.10 Industrial products of non-local origin on 
the market of Csütörtök included clothing, chests 

and boxes, wagons and wagon wheels and differ-
ent types of linen textiles. The busy market also 
necessitated a regular need for transportation; 
wine was carried in barrels, grain by wagons. This 
diverse composition of commercial goods in the 
traffic of a market town might have been typical 
for the northwestern border region of Hungary, 
but certainly not for the whole country.

Although created several centuries later, the 
first military survey of Hungary completed by the 
Habsburg military authorities in 1782 to 1785 
gives a reliable topographic overview of Csütör- 
tök. There the bipartite layout of the settlement 
is clearly visible, with the parish church on the 
central main street of the settlement.11

Csütörtök is a telling name, since its meaning 
comes from the name of the fourth day of the 
week, Thursday.12 It refers to the fact that the usu-
al market day of Csütörtök was on Thursdays. In 
the Hungarian toponymic tradition it was rela-
tively widespread to use particular days of the 
week for the naming of settlements. All the days 
of the week from Monday to Saturday were used 
in place names referring to the market day of the 
given settlement. The word for Sunday is a spe-
cial case in Hungarian, since the word for that 
day, vasárnap, comes directly from the expres-
sion “market day.”13 Using Monday and Tuesday 
was less frequent, but all the day names from 
Wednesday until Saturday were common. In me-
dieval Hungary more than a dozen place names 
were connected to a Thursday market day; one 
of them was in Detrekőcsütörtök (Plavecký Štvr-
tok) also in Pozsony County, only about 50 km 
northwest of Csütörtök.14

► Fig. 1. Csütörtök (Štvrtok na Ostrove) on the First Military Mapping Survey of the Austrian Empire. Source: Magyarország 
(1782-1785) – Első Katonai felmérés, https://mapire.eu.

https://mapire.eu
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Although the vicinity to Pozsony made Csü- 
törtök’s location favourable and attractive for 
regional commerce, it was not a unique market 
town in fourteenth-century Hungary. The surviv-
al of the 1333 charter and the description of 
Csütörtök’s market make this settlement special 
since based on this detailed account we can make 
a hypothetical reconstruction of the lively activ-
ities of a weekly market in the northwestern bor-
der region of medieval Hungary.15
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