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József Laszlovszky has a long and storied histo-
ry of publication on matters related to Hunga-
ry’s international contacts, particularly in re-
gard to monastic orders as well as to the 
Crusading experience. He has recently written 
about how the Cistercian Order was patronized 
by several Hungarian queens, including Yolan-
da of Courtenay (d. 1233), the second wife of 
Hungarian king Andrew II (r. 1205–1235).1 Lasz-
lovszky was apt to notice that Yolanda has often 
been overlooked for her sensational predeces-
sor, the murdered Gertrude of Andechs-Meran 
(d. 1213). Mór Wertner describes how Queen 
Yolanda kept a low profile at court and that 
there were no significant consequences of her 
marriage.2 However, new details have come to 
light about Yolanda’s presence at court; she was 
the first queen whose seal survives, the first 
queen to appear on Hungarian coinage, and she 
was fond of tournaments and chivalric culture.3 
One other unexplored aspect of the queen’s life 
is the question of her activity during the Fifth 
Crusade, led briefly by her husband. While the 
pope encouraged women to donate generously 
to this endeavor, they were discouraged from 
making the journey themselves and Yolanda of 
Courtenay likely never visited the Holy Land.4 
Two years before the launch of the Fifth Cru-
sade, Yolanda came to Hungary from France, 
accompanied by Bishop Peter of Győr.5 The work 
of Prof. Laszlovszky has made it possible to 
point to the queen’s involvement in the Fifth 
Crusade, primarily through her involvement 
with the Military Orders – the Templars and 
possibly the Teutonic Knights in particular. 

While Andrew II was off on the Fifth Crusade, 
the governing party consisted of John, archbish-
op of Esztergom, Gyula, the Palatine, Raphyan, 

the grand reeve of Transylvania, Bánk, the grand 
reeve, and Oghuz (Agyasz), judge of the King’s 
Court. If Andrew died on the Crusade, his oldest 
son Béla would inherit the Hungarian throne 
while his younger son, Coloman, would become 
the ruler of Halich and his youngest son, Andrew, 
would be entrusted to the guardianship of Alice 
(Ahalys), one of Yolanda’s ladies-in-waiting, since 
the boy was still a minor. If Andrew II died on 
campaign, Yolanda would receive eight thousand 
silver marks.6 Though Yolanda did not accompa-
ny her husband on the Crusade and was not part 
of the governing party, there is evidence that she 
was active at court during this time. A land grant 
from 1219 gives an estate to the Templar Order 
not only because of how the order had helped 
Andrew while he was on the Crusade, but also 
for the aid they had given Yolanda while she was 
managing affairs in his absence. The document 
specifically states et insuper ad petitionem ipsius 
regine, indicating that it was the queen who re-
quested that the Templars be given the estate on 
the Gacka River.7 

It is also possible that Yolanda of Courtenay’s 
presence was vital for diplomatic relations. Filip 
Van Tricht credits Yolanda of Courtenay with the 
warm relations between Hungary and the Latin 
Empire of Constantinople. Yolanda’s brother, 
Robert of Courtenay (r. 1221–1228), visited Hun-
gary from the autumn of 1220 to the winter of 
1221.8 After visiting Hungary, Robert of Courte-
nay spent time at the Bulgarian court, visiting 
Ivan II Asen and (most likely) his betrothed,  
Anna-Maria of Hungary, the daughter of Andrew 
II by his first wife, Gertrude of Andechs-Meran.9 

There is also the possibility that Yolanda of 
Courtenay played a role of some kind in placating 
the Teutonic Order after they were expelled from 
Hungary. Andrew II had invited the order to de-
fend the southeastern border of his realm from 
the pagan Cumans. Initially the Teutonic Order 
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was given mining rights, the rights to hold fairs, 
the rights to construct towns and castles (first 
wooden, later stone), as well as exemptions from 
certain duties.10 Problems arose, however, when 
the Teutonic Knights began to mint their own 
coins and infringe on other privileges which 
were supposed to be the sole right of the Hungar-
ian king.11 Frustrated with their situation, the 
Teutonic Order appealed to the pope to be his 
direct subordinates, bypassing the authority of 
Andrew II. The king of Hungary responded to this 
by leading a military campaign against them be-
fore expelling them from Hungary in 1225. A de-
cade of appeals from the pope could not restore 
their position in Hungary.12 

In 1226, Pope Honorius III (r. 1216-1227) 
wrote a letter to Yolanda, asking the queen to in-
tervene on behalf of the Teutonic Order, implor-
ing her to restore peace between them and the 
King of Hungary.13 Shortly afterwards, a noble-
man named James of Mandalé (Amigdala) began 
negotiating with the Teutonic Order, agreeing to 
an exchange of castles.14 In 1228, James of Man-
dalé sold his rights to seventeen villages in the 
Levant (including the castle of Montfort) to the 
Teutonic Order. Originally they had been the pos-
sessions of his grandfather, Joscelin III of Cour-
tenay, Count of Edessa.15 What makes this partic-
ular connection interesting is that James and 
Yolanda were third cousins once removed. It is 
possible that James of Mandalé began these ne-
gotiations with the Teutonic Order at the request 
of his distant cousin, the queen of Hungary. This 
donation to the order did not take place in a 
vacuum, either. Beatrice, daughter of Joscelin III 
(and aunt of James of Mandalé) sold her legal 
rights to the land to the Teutonic Order in 1220, 
and Leopold VI of Austria (r. 1198-1230) gave 
them 6,000 marks which they used for the pur-
chase of this estate in 1228.16 

In some ways, this information confirms 
what Wertner said about Yolanda over one hun-
dred years ago – that she was acting behind the 
scenes and not part of the crusading campaign. 
This small glimpse shows that the queen was 
nonetheless holding her own in a manner entire-
ly consistent with how queens supported the Cru-
sades and the military orders.17 Searching for the 
queen’s role in the Fifth Crusade would not have 
been possible without a lecture given by József 

Laszlovszky to the students of Central European 
University—his interdisciplinary approach and 
creative research has allowed questions to be 
asked that offer a better glimpse at overlooked 
and neglected historical figures.  
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