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Preface

This book developed out of the discovery of a new kind of mortuary
analysis, which 1 stumbled across in the course of writing about the
fragmentation of human bodies and objects in another context. Soon after the
discovery of the potential of graves organised in lines, I was asked to contribute
a chapter to a book on agency in archaeology edited by Marcia-Anne Dobres
and John Robb. The two topics began to mesh and, after much more research on
agency and a re-analysis of the Hungarian data, the result is this short book.

I wish to acknowledge my debt to the University of Durham, who granted
me a year’s research leave during which some of the fundamental research for
this work was begun. I am also grateful to Emma Blake, whose work on
dynamic nominalism made a big impression on me and who kindly allowed me
to use the material while still in press. Sam Lucy, Richard Hingley, Eszter
Banffy, Laszl6 Bartosiewicz, Alice Choyke and Magdalena Seleanu all looked
at parts of the text and offered valuable comments. P4l Raczky and Anna
Endrédi gave me useful advice on the Budakalasz cemetery and Jo Sofaer
Derevenski has discussed the Tiszapolgar cemetery with me. I am also grateful
to Simon Wyatt for making available his unpublished University of Edinburgh
MA dissertation on the Tiszapolgar cemetery. I wish to thank Yvonne Beadnell
for her excellent illustrations, Gina Stancu for the cover illustration and
Erzsébet Jerem and her colleagues at Archaeolingua for much good advice
during book production. I dedicate the book to Ludmila Koryakova, of late an
inspiration to me.



