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Introduction to the Series

We first met in the spring of 1998 at the Békéscsaba museum in southeastern Hungary. After a brief
conversation among the shelves in the raktar we decided to continue our conversation at the wine bar in
the center of town later in the evening. The talk went well. To be honest it went better than we ever could
have anticipated. Personal and professional issues faded into each other. The twilight of the evening
turned into dark, then into the starry skies of early morning. We found ourselves drinking pdlinka in a
corner booth inside a loud club.

Conversations about the technical and logistical details of Bill’s doctoral dissertation unrecognizably
slid into discussions about past and current loves. Different perspectives were proposed about the
prehistory of the Kords Region, the Great Hungarian Plain and all of southeastern Europe. We had
friendly disagreements about which pdlinka tastes better. As the night went on and the waitress cleaned
our table, we began to contemplate the then improbable prospect of working together collaboratively
in the future. Lacking paper, we grabbed some coasters and made a sketch that basically summarized a
research design for the next 5-10 years. The coasters were lost that night, but the ideas remained. This
series, at least in part, represents the fruition of many of the collaborative ideas that were hatched that
night.

The story continues with the establishment of the Kords Regional Archaeological Project the
same year. Our goal was to examine the socioeconomic changes that occurred on the Great Hungarian
Plain and in the broader region throughout prehistory using the Kords Basin as a laboratory for these
investigations.

The Kords Region has been a hot spot for regional scale archaeological research in Eastern Europe
for the past few decades. The Archaeological Topography of Hungary project, aimed at mapping the
archaeological sites of Hungary, was launched in the late 1950s by the Archaeological Institute of the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. As part of that project, team members conducted field surveys in the
Koros Region from the late 1960s to the mid-1990s. The resulting, massive, database of thousands of
sites from the Neolithic through the 17" century, covering nearly 4,000 km?, has been published in three
volumes from the beginning of the 80s and another one currently is being prepared.

Janos Makkay first used the survey data to answer specific scientific questions regarding Neolithic
settlement organization in his seminal book that was published in 1982. About the same time, Andrew
Sherratt and his Hungarian collaborators carried out a thorough, internationally recognized, examination
of changes in settlement patterns and social organization from the Neolithic to the Bronze Age in the
Szeghalom microregion of the Koros area. Based on the results of the archaeological topographic
surveys, the Archaeological Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences also conducted a micro-
regional scale research program in the vicinity of Gyomaendrdéd in the western part of the Koros Basin
in the 1980s. The goal of the Settlement Archaeology Project was to gain a better understanding of
the changes in the occupation history of the microregion from the Neolithic to the Middle Ages by
employing a multidisciplinary approach that included excavations, field surveys, paleoenvironmental
studies, and geophysical surveys. Attila’s studies on Iron Age settlement pattern and Bill’s doctoral
dissertation research on the social organization of the Neolithic and Copper Age societies of the Koros
Region also were based on the important results of the archaeological topographic surveys.

In the past 15 years the Koros Regional Archaeological Project has applied a wide variety of different
methodological tools at multiple sites in the Kords Region. During our regional exploration of the
Late Neolithic and Early Copper Age, we have conducted systematic surface collections, excavations,
and paleoenvironmental studies as well as many kinds of geochemical and geophysical surveys. These



different research programs have brought together dozens of specialists and students from Hungary,
North America and all over Europe. In addition to the scientific results, the establishment, maintenance,
and continuous extension of this collaborative international network have been one of the most important
aspects of the project. Numerous North American and Hungarian students, many of whom started as
undergraduates on the project, developed topics for their Bachelors and Masters theses based on the
prehistory of the Kords Region. Several of them launched their own independent research projects that
have resulted in doctoral dissertations.

This book is the first volume of a series that is the joint effort of the Korés Regional Archaeological
Project and the Archaeolingua Foundation. The series will present the results of recent archaeological
investigations on prehistory in the Koros Region and on the Great Hungarian Plain. In the framework
of the series, our primary goal is to publish the American and Hungarian doctoral dissertations that have
been written in the past few years. In addition to the first six volumes of this kind, our long-term goal is
to provide high-quality publication opportunities for monographs on prehistoric research in the Koros
Region and the neighboring areas. We believe this initiative will serve as a good example for regional
scale archaeological research in Europe and worldwide, and will contribute to the establishment of
additional archaeological projects in the Koros Region and on the Great Hungarian Plain. We can only
hope that some of those new projects will be as collaborative, productive, and long-lasting as ours has
been.

Attila Gyucha and William A. Parkinson
Series editors
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