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Thanks to its favourable geographical location and the vicinity of the capital, Pest County is one of the most 
dynamically developing regions in Hungary. As a result, over the past decade, numerous major investments 
have been made, preceded by preliminary archaeological research. In addition, thanks to the Community 
Archaeology Association, closely working together with the Ferenczy Museum in Szentendre, several sites 
have been walked, new sites have been discovered, and excavation plans have been made using metal 
detector technology. Opened on 6th March 2025, the temporary exhibition entitled “A River Runs Through 
It: Archaeological Research in Pest County” introduced to the public the achievements of experts working 
for the Ferenczy Museum Centre, the Hungarian National Museum Public Collection Centre – Visegrád 
King Matthias Museum, and Salisbury Ltd., as well as the work of archaeologists active in the county and 
university students who processed the finds. On the 6th and 7th March 2025, the exhibition was accompa-
nied by a scholarly conference focusing on the results of the discoveries of the past decade,

CONFERENCE
The presentations embraced a wide range of topics, 
from the earliest Stone Age to the Early Modern 
period. For the sake of transparency, we decided to 
offer three large thematic groups. The first day con-
centrated on cemeteries and methodological issues, 
while the second on the settlements. 

In addition to specialists doing research in the 
county, we intended to incorporate into the confer-
ence the work of university students involved in pro-
cessing the archaeological material of the Ferenczy 
Museum Centre in their BA or MA theses. It was a 
special feature of the event that amateur researchers 
could also present their findings either jointly with 
an archaeologist or on their own (Fig. 1). Thanks to 
applying these considerations, we managed to compile a highly varied program (available in Hungarian: 
https://femuz.hu/folyo-szeli-kette-regeszeti-kutatasok-pest-va-regeszeti-konferencia/).

EXHIBITION
Pest is the only county in modern-day Hungary that is literally cut into two by the largest river in the Car-
pathian Basin. This natural border, which in a geographical sense divides the county into two completely 
different types of land, has always marked a sharp separation between them. Let us just think of in prehis-
toric times when there were groups of different cultural identities living on the two sides of the Danube, 
or of the limes, the complex system of the borders of the empire in the Roman Age. However, there was 
a major change in the Middle Ages, when with the various water crossing facilities, including roads, fer-
ries and ports, the river turned into a connecting link and led to the development of sister towns. The now 
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Fig. 1. Conference attendants (photo: Balázs Deim)
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inhabited regions of the Danube Bend, i.e., the Buda and Visegrád Mountains, the higher plateaus of the 
Pilis and the Börzsöny, as well as the Zsámbék Basin and the Great Plain sections of Pest have preserved 
rich archaeological records from a number of diverse periods. 

We intended to reflect the historical and geographical segmentation also in the thematic and visual world 
of the exhibition. For this reason, in selecting the sites to be presented, our guiding principles were variety 
and diversity. We wanted to display material that had not been seen by the public before, and also wanted 
to include older groups of finds that are strongly identified with the town of Szentendre. Thus, in addition 
to the representative elements of key significance (Ulcisia Castra), the more recent research areas of the 
museum’s archaeologists were on display.

The exhibition was housed in the southern wing of the MűvészetMalom (ArtMill) in Szentendre, where 
the first object that the visitor came across was a large map of Pest County showing the locations of the 
sites to be introduced dating from different historical periods.  This helped visitors decide where to start 
the discovery tour of the space that was symbolically divided by a curtained corridor installation imitating 
the land that lies east (the Great Plain) and west (Transdanubia) of the River Danube. The water motive 
projected from two sides to the row of thin textile curtains evoked a vivid image of the river (Fig. 2). This 
spectacular installation was created by the exhibition builder Zsolt Petrik. If selecting the third optional 
route and following the imaginary flow of the Danube, at its end visitors arrived at a display cabinet with a 
selection of items found in the river in the area of Visegrád. 

   Szentendre enjoyed pride of place in the Transdanubian section of the exhibition. There were two main 
topics related to the town: the relics found in the Roman cemetery in the past decades, and the material 
of the more recently excavated Avar-period cemetery. In the Roman period, the area around Szentendre, 
called Ulcisia Castra, was vital from a military perspective, as it served as an important base for the auxil-
iary troops of the limes. The Roman camp was surrounded by a civilian settlement. From it various items 
have been unearthed over the past decades that were once owned by the soldiers’ families, merchants or 
artisans, or were used in burial ceremonies. One of the objectives of the exhibition was to present to the 
local community a small but most valuable selection of the full collection of the museum’s thousands of 
items: stamped terra sigillata, tegulae with a child’s footprint or the print of an animal’s paw, or coins used 
from the second to the early fifth century. The animation film made by the Salisbury Archaeology company 
reconstructing the past also attracted considerable interest. We also included the so-called “drinking set 
with the word” (Fig. 3) made in Trier and originating from the early excavation of the villa rustica found 
today in the area of the Szentendre open-air museum, as well as the burial material of the stone coffin con-
structed of two stone slabs, which once provided the final resting place for two adults and two children. 
Among other things, the graves contained an embossed belt decorated with a Medusa (Gorgon) head, a 

Fig. 2. Evoking the Danube, the installation that symbolically 
divides Pest County 

(exhibition builder: Zsolt Petrik, photo: Balázs Deim)

Fig. 3. The Roman and Avar-age section presenting finds 
from the town of Szentendre 

(photo: Balázs Deim)
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fibula with an onion-head, a bone bracelet, a bronze chain bracelet decorated with polygonal glass beads, a 
bronze necklace, a ring with a glass gem, and glass bottles and drinking glasses.  

From the Avar Period, we included a part of a cemetery recently unearthed in Szentendre’s centre, as it 
may give visitors an idea of one frequent type of Avar equestrian burial. We tried to reproduce the burial 
of an unaccompanied horse found intact during our fieldwork. In order to demonstrate what it must have 
looked like, we made a life-size illustration of the young mare that wore a harness with rosette-patterned 
metal ornaments.

The Transdanubian section of the exhibition was enriched by the findings of projects conducted with 
further partner institutions and amateur researchers. In the area of Pilistszentiván, earlier diggings have 
recently been resumed by the Institute of Archaeological Sciences of Eötvös Loránd University. The com-
plex of 1st and 2nd century finds that we displayed is unique because it is an excellent mirror of the material 
culture of the rarely seen indigenous Celtic population and of the process of Romanization. Of the objects 
we presented, a cattle-branding iron marked with “NV”, cicada-shaped fibulae, and a ceramic stamp seal 
featuring berries stand out. 

We have managed to identify traces of above-ground ore mining and work on raw materials in the 
wooded area surrounded by the present-day settlements of Nagykovácsi, Remeteszőlős, and Solymár. 
Besides items related to mining and material processing, a smaller selection of items of ordinary working 
people’s wear was included in our display.

In recent years, the region around Páty has seen the construction of numerous depots and warehouses. 
The accompanying major earthwork done in an extended area has offered the opportunity for microregional 
research. Of the finds dating from various periods of archaeology, the burial sites from the Avar Age and the 
Hungarian Conquest stood out. Visitors to the exhibition could admire the reconstructed belt set of a man 
that lay in one of the numerous recently identified Avar-age graves, as well as a woman’s representative 
jewellery and items of clothing. 

Visegrád and its environs have always played a significant role in our history. Already from prehistoric 
times, this was a major thoroughfare, and in the Roman Period and the Middle Ages it served as a defensive 
bastion for the Danube Bend. In our days, many amateurs and professionals regularly walk the forests and 
the banks of the Danube in search of battles, sieges, and legends. When the river is low, there are frequent 
reports of stranded vessels and even of the ruins of Queen Mary’s “treasure gally” that sank in 1526. The 
mysteries and legends are further nourished by the items discovered in the Danube, some of which were 
among the exhibits, with mammoth teeth, daggers from the Bronze and Árpád Age, cannonballs, a golden 
tray, and some parts of ships among them (Fig. 4). Another display cabinet contained “overland” discover-
ies selected by architects from the King Matthias Museum. They represented the most recent finds from the 
still ongoing excavations at Sibrik Hill and the rich material of the historical core of Visegrád. 

Fig. 5. Life-size wall painting of the woolly rhinoceros 
(graphic art: János Jakucs, photo: Balázs Deim)

Fig. 4. Selection of objects found in the Danube at Visegrád 
(photo: Balázs Deim)
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Crossing the symbolic Danube, the exhibition visitor arrived at the eastern side of Pest County, where 
we focused on the Gödöllő Hills, the Csepel Island, and the region at the northern gate to the Great Plain. 
This is where we placed one of the most successful visual elements of the event: remains of the Ice Age 
woolly rhinoceros discovered accidentally by hikers in Pécel enjoyed greatest popularity among school 
children. A life-size wall painting reminiscent of cave drawings was made of the rhinoceros, around which 
the archaeologists working on the exhibition also left their mark (Fig. 5). Thanks to the Hungarian National 
Museum Public Collections Centre Science Museum, visitors were able to touch and hold some of the 
beast’s skeleton, as well as the prehistoric stone utensils that were used in hunting and processing the 
animal. In addition, owing to our cooperation with the Tragor Ignác Museum in Vác, we could show our 
visitors further prehistoric stone tools as well. 

In Szigetszentmiklós, there is a cemetery from the Bell-Beaker Culture that has almost the highest num-
ber of graves of the culture. Introducing the mixed type of cemetery (with rites of sky burial, scattering the 
ashes, and placing the ashes into urns practised), besides the characteristic richly ornamented bell-shaped 
beakers and bowls, where the name actually comes from, the display cabinet featured a copper halberd and 
swords, wrist guards of polished stone, flint-flake arrowheads, as well as ornamental bone pendants.

In the Great Plain section of the exhibition, we presented several discoveries made jointly with vol-
unteers from the Community Archaeological Asso-
ciation. Among the finds, there were two hoards 
of valuable coins on display.  At Ceglédbercel, a 
hoard of 121 Friesach denars was found, the young-
est piece of which seems to have dated from the 
period between 1235 and 1240, justifying the spec-
ulation that the coins must have been buried at the 
time of the Mongol Invasion. Related to the 1526 
Ottoman occupation and destruction, the second 
hoard of 7251 late medieval pieces was unearthed 
at the medieval settlement of Vatya in Újlengyel. 
The coins were hidden in a jar, where besides four 
golden forints placed into a separate leather purse, 
there were 7066 denars, 180 oboli, and a Roman sil-
ver denar of Emperor Lucius Verus (Fig. 6).   

The recently discovered site at Újszilvás was inhabited from the Bronze Age to the Middle Ages. Thus, 
in the selection in the display cabinet we find a Bronze Age dagger, a fragment of a small sculpture of a 
human head from the late Iron Age, a Roman statuette of Amor, a metal piece with an animal’s head from 
the late Avar Age, a metal fringe hanging from an item of clothing from the Conquest Period, as well as a 
medieval star-shaped mace head. Made up of golden earrings and gold coins, the most remarkable types of 
objects emerged from a fifth-century set of finds.  For the period, a considerable number of the so-called 
Léva-Perse type bronze fibulae were also found.

Objects collected overland in Galgahévíz and Hernád offered visitors a glimpse into the everyday vil-
lage life of peasants in the Árpád Age, the late Middle Ages, and the Early Modern Age. They testify to the 
wealth and varied material culture of the two settlements. The excavations have uncovered precious metal 
carven rings and ones with stone inlays, an S-shaped dragon-headed buckle, and floral buttons. Among the 
liturgical items, there was a Kiev-type bronze pectoral cross for keeping a relic, the enamel plating of an 
enamel-decorated cross from Limoges, and even pilgrim’s badges made of lead. 

In the location of present-day Kiskunlacháza, there must have been eight to ten villages in the Middle 
Ages, with Szentkirály standing out among them. Thanks to the systematic and methodical research con-
ducted since the early 2010s, a staggering amount of medieval metal items and coins have been found here. 
Among them, a five-kilogram block of raw iron and alloys of tin and bronze casts are especially notewor-
thy, because they may have been side-products of metal processing and may suggest that there was a metal 

Fig. 6. Placing treasures found near Újlengyel into the 
cabinet (photo: Balázs Deim)
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processing workshop on the site.  Equally important is the bronze bowl with figurative ornaments on the 
inside, which may have been hidden due to a conflict situation and may have been part of a complete depot. 

The unaccompanied burial site of a noble woman of thirty to forty years living at the time of the Hun-
garian Conquest was found on a gentle slope at the northern edge of Csévharaszt. Her clothes were covered 
in dozens of ornaments made of silver alloys with square-shaped elements of gilded circles and flowers.  
These metal fringes may have been added to a headscarf, a shirt collar or even to footwear (Fig. 7). The 
same grave has yielded an exquisite gilded decorative button of the “Moravian” style and a ring with a blue 
glass inlay, which may be regarded as a gem of Byzantine jewellery making. 

It was at this exhibition that the public first saw the reconstructed burial site of the seventeen or eight-
een-year-old young girl found at Tura who, based on the content of the grave and her apparel, seems 
to have lived in the early phase of the so-called 
“golden horizon” period of the Hungarian Sarma-
tian era. She was buried with exceptionally beauti-
ful jewellery, accessories, and everyday objects. She 
had a square mirror placed on her chest, a censer at 
her feet, and sea shells and bucket-shaped fringes 
placed at several places in the grave. She had a 
necklace of several strings of beans around her neck 
and a metal chain with the miniature versions of the 
mentioned small buckets. Her jewellery included a 
pair of golden earrings with wire applique, bracelets 
of silver wire and amber beads, and rings (Fig. 8).

We led a number of guided tours for groups of 
adults and schoolchildren. As an addition to the 
exhibition, our museum educators held various ses-
sions for young visitors, including quizzes, games 
and other playful activities (Fig. 9). When going 
back to their schools, students discussed the expe-
rience and created artwork to better understand and 
remember the experience (Fig. 10).

The exhibition was to be closed in May 2025, but 
due to the great interest, the museum decided to extend 
it with one month. When selecting the material to be 
introduced, our objective was to celebrate together the 

Fig. 7. Arranging the Hungarian Conquest cabinet of 
Csévharaszt (photo: Balázs Deim)

Fig. 8. The burial of the noble Sarmatian girl from the grave 
at Tura (photo: Balázs Deim)

Fig. 9. A playful quiz for a museum education session (devised 
by: Gabriella György, Tünde Sütő, and Levente Novák)
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dedication of our archaeologists and the several volunteers assisting them. The related conference also offered 
a favourable opportunity for sharing those research findings that fell outside the scope of the exhibition. 

The event has received much positive feedback. Therefore, we plan to turn “A River Runs Through It” 
into a regular event, introducing at regular intervals our research findings in the form of similar exhibitions 
and associated conferences.

THE AUTHORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE EXHIBITION 
The brief summaries of the objects originating from the sites listed in the present study and displayed in the 
cabinets were partly based on the professional studies of the archaeologists and amateurs who participated 
in arranging the exhibition.  

Dániel Antoni, Mónika Jászberényi & Dr. Balázs Nagy: Újszilvás – A very special site from the Migra-
tion Period; Katalin Boruzs & István Kováts: The Danube and Visegrád, and twenty years of archaeo-
logical research at Visegrád (2005-2025); Dr. Anikó Bózsa: Szentendre in the Roman Age; Enikő Décsi: 
Equestrian burials in the Avar Age; Zsombor Felber: Galgahévíz in the Middle Ages; Dániel Giedl: A noble 
woman’s single grave near Csévharaszt dating from the Hungarian Conquest; Mónika Jászberényi: Early 
Sarmatian female burial from Tura; Zoltán Kovács: Mining and metal processing at Nagykovácsi; Péter 
Major: A rich Avar-age cemetery from Páty; Dr. András Markó, & Krisztián Zandler: Neolithic relics from 
the Gödöllő Hills; Dr. Balázs Nagy: A coin hoard from the time of the Battle of Mohács;  Róbert Patay: 
Bell-Beaker Culture and the Early Bronze Age (B.C. 2600-2000/1900); Borbála Rékai: Metal finds from 
the settlement of Hernád; Laura Rácz: Treasures from the Mongol invasion at Ceglédbercel; Dr. Tibor Ákos 
Rácz: The area of Kiskunlacháza in the Middle Ages; Dr. Bence Simon: A settlement in the Early Imperial 
Age in Aquincum’s hinterland.

Fig. 10. Drawings by schoolchildren made in sessions of museum education 
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The authors, who were also the curators of the exhibition, are grateful for a successful exhibition and 
conference to a number of colleagues and friends, thus to the entire staff of the Ferenczy Museum Centre, 
to the amateur researchers and volunteers of the Community Archaeological Association, and to colleagues 
at cooperating universities, institutes, and museums. 
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