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FINALLY, SLAVS!
Early Slavic infiltration into the Eastern Carpathians

DR. IsTvAN BoTAR PHD*

The Ciuc-basin which is located by the source of the Olt river in a depression of the Eastern Carpath-
ians (Harghita county, Romania) is missing on the maps of the early Slavic sites. (fig. 1.) Obviously this is
caused not by — as it is often tought — a specific historical background or different inappropriate natural
environment, but by the lack of archaeological excavations.
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Fig. 1. distribution of the early Slavic sites in Transylvania and the Siret-valley (Moldova). (Stanciu 2015. 145/fig.25).

This fact was clearly proved by the new researches regarding the sites of the 3-4th century and Arpadian
period (11-13th century). Till the recent years these periods were also almost missing in Ciuc, but in the
last decade we successfully identified and documented several sites belonging to these cultural horizons.
Now one can declare that in the 3th century a massive immigration connected with the Santana de Mures —
Cerniahov culture took place into the Olt valley which was followed by a sudden and total (?) wandering of
the same population in the second half of the 4th century. A wide immigration could be documented around
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the 11-12th centuries which founded the
present settlement and ecclesiastical sys- Yoy,
tem of the region’! A

Between these two major processes - "
the archaeological situation of the 5-10th /)
century remained unknown till the last Gz
years.” The lack of the Slavic material . jenma.va
was specially disturbing because South 4 el
and West from the Ciuc-depression osiksantaha A0 g
such finds were known already from the S f »
70-es of the last century.’ The exclama- ‘ -
tion from the title of the present paper is Vacss
explained therefore not with a pan Slavic Cs‘k'é“sfawa
emotion, but rather with the satisfaction ,
of partially solving this long lasting sci-
entific dept. Knowing and admitting that
the etno-name “Slavic” is ahistorical
for the discussed period, here we won’t
go further into problems of ethno gen-
esis of the Slavs, or historical population e
identity issues* and we will use the term
“Slavic” as generally accepted in the lit-
erature to present some new data regard- Cotkszontiray 7‘
ing this period and region.

During preventive excavations in the
site Fodor-kert — Miercurea Ciuc (H: !
Csikszereda) in 2011 and 2017 among |/ .. ) ; aatsezag)| Crometan
several other finds six semi-sinked o e ’
houses were found which can be inter-
preted as “Early Slavic”.’ (fig. 2-3.)

All of the houses were sinked more
or less into the ground, the historical feet
level (and real pit depths) could not be
appreciated because of intensive agricul-
ture and unknown micro morphological
geological processes. All were oriented
mostly to SW/NE and the majority of them had stone built ovens in the East corners (see below the plans).
The pit dimensions were very alike, mostly around 3,5x3,5 m (in four cases), but in two cases the only
measurable side reached the 4 and even 4,7 m. (fig. 4-6.)
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Fig. 2. localisation of the site
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Here we will present shortly the houses, a detailed description in Romanian will be published soon.
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Fig. 3. plan of the excavations (2011, 2017), ,,Slavic” hoses marked with red circle

The plans were although surprisingly various regarding the wall and roof holding post holes in the cor-
ners: 2x2 but located inside and outside the houses pit, 3 x 3, and even without post remains, probably with
sleeper. In two cases clear signs of an interior board walls could be documented (“straight” carbonised oak
boards), in the third case a small, but definitely deeper ditch was observed along and under the main pit,
which we presume to be a trace of an interior lining. (fig. 7.)

The archaeological material is poor composed only by vessels which are very alike: exclusively hand-
made pots with very simple, often straight, vertical or slightly bent rims without any decoration and the
typical circular clay pans in more dimensions. (fig. 8-11.)

Based on the total absence of the wheel made pottery and any decoration a “early” Slavic interpreta-
tion was obvious, but the local chronology of this term is still in discussion. The last papers suggest the
installation of the early Slavs in the Olt valley in the second half of the 6th or even the first half of the
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7th century.® The Ciuc-depression is close
and easily accessible from the Moldavian
Slavic sites therefore we supposed that our
finds may belong to the early phases of the
Inter-Carpathian Slavic presence. To check
this hypothesis more carbon and bone sam-
ples from Miercurea Ciuc were dated with
C14 analysis.” The results were astonish-
ing. Two houses were dated (cal AD/20) to
the ,,expected” periods: 2011/32: 542-625,
2017/13: 575-650, 2017/93, to a common
early Slavic period between the second half
of the 6th and early 7th century.

Two other houses surprisingly seem to be
even earlier: 2017/93: 418-540,2011/17-19:
428-591. This means that the first Slavic set-
tlement here in Miercurea Ciuc could have
been founded already in the middle of the
5th century or latest around the middle or
the second half of the 6th century. The first
(understandable) reaction is doubt: are the
C14 results acceptable? Should we really
rethink such a important historical process
just because of some analysis? Fortunately
we have some control measurements too.
Beside the Slavic material we also sent
samples from Santana de Mures —Cerniahov
pits and all achieved dates were between
AD: 240-390.* Therefore the author’s trust
regarding the C14 results is strong.

At this point the final (?) conclusion
based on the present data may be the fol-
lowing: the first “Slavic” communities may
have arrived into the Ciuc-depression and
in the Eastern part of the Carpathian-basin
already during the second half of the 5th
century. Three other consequences may be
drawn. First: the simplicity of the pottery
(total absence of decoration and wheel-made
pottery) suggests that this population had no
or limited/short contacts with other commu-
nities. Second: if the previous hypothesis is
right, the most probably emissive region (?)
had to be Moldova, which naturally had to
be populated by “Slavs” priory this period.
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Fig. 7. plans of the excavated houses

¢ Stanciu 2015. 102-128.

7 We wish to thank the support of the Harghita County Council for it’s archaeological projects. Analysis made by Isotoptech Zrt,
Debrecen (Hungary). We also wish to thank Molnar Mihaly for his helpfull approach.
8 A paper about the 3-4th century settlement will be published soon.
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Fig. 8-9. pottery from the 13/2017. house

9 Scm cal AD 575-650

Fig. 10-11. pottery from the 93/2017. house

Finally: based on the present data it seems that the “Slavic” settlement was probably abandoned in the
middle of the 7th century...
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