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THE LATE ROMAN – EARLY BYZANTINE COIN HOARD OF FIRTUŞU 
(FIRTOSVÁRALJA) IN LIGHT OF RECENTLY DISCOVERED ARCHIVAL DATA, Part 2*

Péter Somogyi

The largest coin find in Transylvania known today from the Early Middle Ages was discovered in 1831 
in Firtuşu (Firtosváralja), on Mount Firtuş (Firtos) rising above the village. The Late Roman – Early 
Byzantine gold coins have occupied scholars since then as to where this enormous treasure came from, who 
may have hid it away and what the reason was to do so atop Mount Firtuş. Seven of the coins that have 
survived to the present are at the Haáz Rezső Museum in Odorheiu Secuiesc (Székelyudvarhely) and four 
are in the coin collection of the National Museum of Transylvanian History in Cluj-Napoca. Many people 
have dealt scientifically with the composition and historical interpretation of the coin find. On the basis of 
archival research, the author of the present article has succeeded in increasing the number of coins that 
have descriptions and can be determined as being from the Firtuş find from the previous 19 to 54, while 
through the questioning of the origins of a few coins believed to have been from Firtuş has also narrowed 
the ages of the earliest and most recent examples in the treasure. According to this, the most recent coins are 
from the time of the emperor Justinian I (527-565), and due to this, the act of hiding them would indicate 
the fleeing of the Gepids from the Avars in the years after 567.

THE LATER DATA RELATED TO THE COIN HOARD 
It is without doubt that the majority of the gold coins found on Mount Firtuş in the month of July 1831 
landed up in the end being melted down. However, fortunately there were other finders who did not sell 
their gold and even after decades still held onto a few coins. There were also some buyers who purchased 
them not for the value of the metal but instead due to their age and kept them as curiosities or made jewelry 
out of them. It seems that a portion of the gold was seized and catalogued by the Udvarhelyszék regional 
court. These examples then became the sources for the later information that arose between 1837 and 1868 

* Continuation of the article published in the summer issue of Hungarian Archaeology (the editors).

Figure 6: Description of the solidi of Marcian and Leo I. The 
Coin Journal of the doctor from Orăştie (Szászváros) Dániel 

Lészay (1798–1872) in the coin collection of the National 
Museum of Transylvanian History in Cluj-Napoca

Figure 7: Pencil rubbing made of a solidus of Leo I. 
The Collection Archives of the Transylvanian Unitarian 
Church, Cluj-Napoca. Estate of István Nagyajtai Kovács 

(photograph: B. Lehel Molnár)
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Figure 11: Felső-tető on the land registry map from before 1875. Land Registry Office of Odorheiu Secuiesc. The yellow line 
indicates the section lying to the northeast of the dirt road where the fields of the Bálint family were located on Felső-tető. The 

area surrounded by the green line was the field of István Bálint in 1831 (graphics by the author)

Figure 12: The Firtuş Plateau on the Google Earth map. 
Three determinations for the discovery site of the coin hoard 

on the basis of the local oral tradition: 1: The flat area in 
front of the Várhely district; 2: The point between Péterhegye 
and Keselyű-tető; 3: Felső-tető. The indication of the site as 
“Táborhely” that is only found in Sámuel Nagykedei Fekete 

relates to the flat area in front of the Várhely district 

Figure 13: Felső-tető seen from Keselyű-tető 
(photograph: András Sófalvi)

Figure 14: The tracklog superimposed on the Google Earth 
map of the area investigated on Felső-tető. Graphic by István 

Bacskai, professional metal detection expert 


















